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1 xili. 1. never a word of the oral How in | 
" the Whole volume of the book of God, athly, 1 
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afin of three miles Jong: This fich is fo frightful 
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no body could abide there; Job Kli. 21, 
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int ler fal an etz Tat brot Lan 985 We 
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be the fame Bird of Which Ababarbar Chana te. 
1 thar hie as“ it 50 Fo "the ea, that the 
_ waters could not reach ead 
_ reach6d\to the clouds; 41 and. niet an Vet 
deep, ns an ax caſt f EN em, did not fink to the 
bottom in ſeven years. He further tells of a great 
9 that fovallowed a frog ax large as fixty Villa 
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, moths cated'on' the Friday. of the'creat a 
not deſtroyed in the bee oe of Noah; 


* day Off a tho in 
"this not” being - Juffich Hit! 0 5 


at à mouthfüf; 
nz he” drinks'off the ſtream 'of the river 
_ which takes its courle fromthe garden of Eden. 
The fourth courſe? will be 4hother & Erin, 
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created on the Friday of che creation: But God 
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* God preſſed it on the Meth day of che N 
which alt this while continues in the preſs ;*Jeho 
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After thankſgi giving, che 7 will cat the fruit Db 
radife,” and at laff, rhe fruit of the tree of Bife; 
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_ and fay as Thiah V. 9 Alike tory 18 told of 
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chings are to be found i in the Talmud, Which e 
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Beſides Jex. xXxxi. 31.34, foretels, Be- 
| hold the days came, faith the Lord, that I will make || 
4 new covenant with the: bouſt; of | Iſrael," and with 
"the. houſe of: 2 not according to tbe covenant 
 *ohich 1 made with their futheri in 'the day that 1 
took them by the hum mn bring them ont of the land 
f Egypt: "which: covenant. they vrale. — Bat I will 
1 my law: m "their; intoard parts,” and write it in 
_ 126 hearts. Here a new covenant and:a.new law 
18 promiſed; the old: diſpenſation e 0 
a dhe which-is aud and ulty, in weniſberh away, 
eb. viii. 13. as the ſtatutos of war do A in 
Wu ge ned anch the New Teſtament diſ- 
{A ore pertect N which 
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inſtances: The ſhew-bread was to be eaten by the 
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„ mas written, 2 Chron. XXX> 18. AY. Which does 
pflainiy diſcoyer that the ceremonial law migb 
ſometimes be diſpenſed with and changed; And 
it actually was abrogated, When the apoſtles 
| © ared that they would 
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on the tree 
. Xi. 10. 
were only to offer ſa. 
yet 2915 Offered on mount 

gs Xvi. And in the days 


Heze- 


paſſover W than it 
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not lay upon the diſciples 

. they nor their fathers were 

- able to bear, Acts xy. fe, When the Sun of Tigh- 
_ aroſe, the 8 5 thy ork Ge 

fed away, being 1 im pol ole 

| the reformation. 

Þ 5 2 - Sixthly, God gave. wi 

| End to the ecremonial . of - Moſes, 


5 | » 3 will 


Ws 


pat an 
by the 
Il. 6. Te once it it a little while,ond 
ſhake the beavers, and the earth, and the ſea, and 


be dry land.” Thele words relate to the days of the 
- -Meſſiab, as hath been before mad. f 


. the 

_ -conlequently © 
_ mult et nece 
Moſes was 


e appear, and do 
greek change of things, even the 'deſtruc- 
kingdom and policy of the Jews, and 

the ritual and. judicial laws, which 
ity fall with. li. When the law. of 
E Wen, the heavgns and the earth ſhook 
oeh thun r, Exod. xix, and the 
g 6 1 "6 ceconomy is deſeribed 1 in the ſame terms: 


removing of 


eee of, the Jeu ts Chrifianity. 78 * 


as God's well beloved. Son, Matth. iii 16, — 0% 
The aich did quake; and the rocks rent at =” 
death and reſurrection, as a fit prelude to the g 55 4 It | 
change of tl 155 foretold by this prophet ; and mu 
10. 1 . 5 the 1 pired penman of the epillle to the _ "Wl 
 12- | Hebrews, xi. 26, 27. juſtiy applleth that text to 
unt J this purpoſe, iptimating that the poſitive ritual in. 
ſtitutions of Moſes ſhould: be 22 225 away, chat the 
n 1t J doctrine of the Meſſiah might be brought into the - | " ma 
1 world, which was to remain for ever with us. 3 na 
ght | Te, God by. his- providence hath declared Ji 
and chat theſe ceremonial inflitutions were not £0. en- 
| dure for ever; for fince theſe. nyt 41% Were an- 
ples | nexed to à certain land and place, theſe are now | 
4 expired, becaule the Jews are F Aipolletied of thar 
Sh. land, and have had no: diſtin government for 
of more than ſixteen hundred | years. All the Ro 
e of about ſacrifices fellwath the temple, many of them 
„ || with: the city Jerufalem and when the Jews © 
ceaſed to have a policy. their political laws were 
rendered null. 10 which 1 may add, that the true 
Hgnification of many. of the creatures clean, — 
undean, in Lev. xi. and Deut. xiv. being now, 
16ſt, zs the Jews at this day confeſs, and may fur 5 
ther appear to any who conſiders the various _ 
tions about. them, in the Works of the leaxned 
Bochart* and other critics: Since this could not 4 Fil 
be without God's ſingular providence, it may in- 1 1 os 
timate the ceflation or abalition of the ceremonial = 
law. the exact obſervation whereof fince the com- 
; oy {gh 2 7 40 That 


ing of Chriſt is 8 
when How” 1 85 AY 


0 9 Ve Wehen y. Jeu. to 22 . 
bor that ag and occaſion, but were flatutes and 
| ordinances for ever. Thus the feaſt of unleaven- 
EE ed breads faid to be an ordinance for Ever, Exod. 
I i ni. 17. and the Sabbath. is Called a pe 


rpetual cove. 
wma | Exad. xxx. 16, An/wer, Ii certain and 
- - onkelled even by our adverfaries, that the word 
. Ola, thats tranſlated for ever, does not ſignify 
' always eternity, but a limited and determined 
1 time Je Abo owns it, and produceth ſeve- 
$ : IT, ral in ances for confirmation thereof. ?Tis faid of 
” . ery at, Exod. xi. 6: that he ſhall ſer ur for ever, 
3 the ft . which was the utmoſt extent 


5 ade. Hannah ſays of Samuel, 1 Sam. 
3 8 0 22. that he hey appear before the Lord, a Were 

— abide forever, which can be meant of Ds; longe: 
ame chan that of his life, or that part of his hfc 
4 ii which h he War kt ey miniſter legally. Theſe laws 
= ing generations, ö or, r, as * the Jewiſh ſtate an 
| 3 0 icy thould continue. | Thus tis oft limited, Aer 

| . , your generations throughout your cue. 


5 "ny reftifor ever, Pal. cxxxHi. 14. but God having 
dia the ſins ot the ſews forſaken that place; all the 
rifices and ſervices annexed to it, did thereupon 
beta. ad, *Tis pleaded; That even this law doth 
a Fg eyer, becauſe nothing is to be added to it, 
nor 3 from it, Deut. id. 2. An 57, All that can 
* inferred from this is, chat the eds Were not to 
add or diminiſh according te their own Pleaſure; ; 
but God might do as ſeemed:good in his wiſdom, 
. 1 ahh 15 and * * * ECOT 
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for exer, were for ſucceed- 


| Ange, Lev. iii. 
| F Kxili. 14, 8% 31. God ſays of Zion, bis i is 


l ou mute a! new covenant; not according to * 


3¹¹ Sacrifice an 


thers u, but there is no ſtrength in them to prove - 


te , Abe convinced of, that is; the doftrine of the 
ever hleſſed Trin ity, 


are thres that bear record in heaven, the Father, 1% 


to: hinder the Jews from embracing Chritianity; 


in the Old Teſtament as in the New, this being — 
Hobs goſpel, - 
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covenant wwhich* be made with their fathers, Jer. XXII. 

nd oblation ſhell "ceaſe, Dan. ix. 27. 
and in other texts before explained; More on - 
tions have been conſidered and anfwered by o. 


— — — — 


that che ceremonial or poktical laws of che Jews | 
ſhould continue in the days of the Meſhah, When 
Chriſtians are admitted to Aberty, and the 3 | 
very ſtate af the . is N a8 theſe laws” 
ney be obſerved,” AE Os „„ 

1 Aa oint which th FR ice read 
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which is briefty contained in 
the words of the-facred text; 1 John v. 7. There 


Mord, and the'Holy Ghyft ; and ibeſe three are one. wy 
The belief of this, ought to be no bar or preji judice | 


though this doctrine be not fo plainly containe 


the myſteries that are more | plainly diſcovered - 
chere are many texts in the Old - 
Teſtament from which this doctrine may be oY 
inferred, of which ! may name à few, and cannot 
omit the firſt Words of Genefis, as intimating a 
plurality” of perſons in the Unity of the divine . 
fence, In the beginning God created the heaven and ibe 
_ earth; in the Hebrew, Bara Flohim, where a verb 
13 be 8 22 is Joined 5488055 a {noun in n the mM | 
Rn Sha bis mum „ 
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number. "Thus. alſo, £ Gen- 3 ee us #14 5 
bo aur image, where the verb is of the plural 
number, Nor doth God here take-counſel with 
=P "angels; ; for What reaſon, ſhould the God of infi- 
5 - "Hite knowledge, wildom. and power conſult with 
his own.creatures?, He puts.no truſt in his angels, 
be charges them. with, folly. Nothing occurs more 
3 Frequently. m./ ſcripture. than. the word-Elohim, 
_ which is plural; but dye ſeldein find it in che fin- 
Fehr number. * Tis: further. obſerved; that the 


8 5 Ford Klohim 1s frequently joined ta Verbs and ad- } 
| jectivesof the plural number, as Gen . 3 God. 
dated me to. wander: Joſh, xxiv, 1. Elohim kedo- 


im, The boly God. Devt- eas. Elobim chajiem, 
= 25 255 Gad. Pfal. vii. 11, Elobhim ſhopthim, 


ugeth #5 


5 ſpeaking doth intimate ſome kind. of plu. 
| ality, 9 — a plurality of Gods; yet a By” 


1 7 rality of pexſong in one divine eflence.. Nor is 


there any ground to think that God uſeth the ſtile 
> 5 7 7 5 n "TR who hath directed the. Pi- 
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K+, nor doth he take counſel with: „„ 
There are many other texts in the old Te ta- 
ment which intimate a Trinity. That very t 
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7 vi. 4. may be uſed againſt them; for it may be 

" rendered thus, Hear, 0 Hfael, he Lord our. God 
_ the. Lord is one, where the threefold repetition of 
= ihe name e of * il with an e her the 
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nn” Eccleſ. xii. 1,;Remember 4% Creatar-in 
_ fo þ pr 11 thy. youth in the Hebrew, Creators. [This 


which the Jews repeat ſo oft in their prayers, ein. 
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man F dothi import à trinity in uni "A 
ural | Marcus, a converted; ew. particularly i in 
mth | this: 5 5 and Aas their bo 2 e. 
infi- ] larges pon it. and Br. Kidder tell us v that 
h the Zobar lays, « The myſtery of Elohim is as; | 
zels, | there are three degrees, and every degree ſubliſts | | 
Pre by itſelf, yet all of them are one, nor can one be 1 
um, | ſeparated ftom the other.“ The fame doctrine 
fin- | may be confirmed from the form of the teſts 
ithe | -blefling; the people; Numb. vi. 24.26. Felon 
C : Fehovah' mike his face to 
ſhine upon theses Jehovah if n Bir countenance oi 
thee, and* give. thee peace.” Where the threefold = 
em, | repetition-of the name e as the alone 
im, | thor: of..all: bleflings,/ implies the Trinity; for "oY 
in with a different e in the AE: ih This Is 
the Tak PY aur: oth ver 7 7 Lbrd:i 15 'our bing, 
1 JOE LEES Dan. ix. Ig, 40 Lord, hea. 
1 own Sake. - The Seraphims, in ah, 
Win repetition, but is of e the. 8 0 
_ nity, againſt the Jews; for; as Galatinus remarks*, 1 
R. Simeon, the Son of Johaz, Rath it, „ Holy, this ⁵ 
is che Father; holy, this is the Son; and 5 75 wis 
5 2 the Holy Ghoſt.“ And Jonathan, the ſon uf Uz- 
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. . Targum on tlie prophets, pareplicals | 1 

Bp thus, Holy Father; puns Sort, . holy: Holy 

3 8 N ov Tis true this is not to be found i in, 5 b | 

n N N * | 4 prteſent 1 ; 

1 Ar * 4 = 

I's 25 3098 57 th: Sa, 1 Pl i s 5 12 * H 1 . | 0 | 

OL a» wi Mites pifncipu Motives! fot Adi: " Jewiſh 1" 

the 2 © ® See alſo R Monts 10 bis Tract, Nothioe but Tru. bl 

2 | - | moofirdtion of the Meſkas, part 3 p % © * de arcanis e. 3 | 

ine 3 ö 1 . * . V 1 | 
ky: ; , 8 5 £4 ; 0 X .. | 355 ; 


25 "Of he Dre # the Jour 10 ee, 


reſent copies of the Tar but Galatinus x. 
4 fsly affir ms, chat he —_ words in an an. 
- vent; gt at that 3 when the Jews were ex- 

ed the kingdom-of Naples by the cathbhe King 
2 2 hiſtory of the creation the Tri- 

it is devered, Moſes gives this account of hin 
2 Gen. i. 1. 2, 3. In the begipning God created 
the heaven und the earth . And the Spirit of God no- 
BY; pon the Lace of | the wart. And God ſuid, Let 
there be light. © Where we have God creating, the 
_ hk of God moving upon the face of the Waters. 
2 his Spirit is not the Wind nor the air, for theſe 
were not then created, but the Holy Ghoſt, the 

third perſon of the bleſſed Trinity, the fame who 
garniſhed the heavens, Job. xxvi. 13. Thou ſendeft forth 
: by Spirit, and they are treated; Plal. iv. zol We 
be here alſo the Word, by whom all things were 
created and made, not the Lord's almighty will, 
the ſubſtantial Word, the Son of Go God, "te „ 
1 perſon of the Trinity,” rhe men, of God fer 

- up from everlaſting,” from” ibe begining, or ever be 
_ earth was; Prov; viti. 23. ThePhalinift teaches the 

. Same, By the word of ahi Lord wve#e the bravens made, || © 

and all the ht of them bythe breath 'of "Bis mouth, 

- Bu XxXiii. 6. Where we haue the bleſſed/Three 
cauncurring in the work'of creation, the Father | 
he Lord Jehovah; che word of the Lord, even 
the Son, the fubſtantial word / the breath of is 

- motithy or, as the word may be rendered, the $p7- 
rit ꝙᷓ bit mouth, of whom tis ſaid, Job —— 
| K be Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the. 

= Imighty hath given me life. We have the ſame doc- 
trine of the ever bleſſed FPrinit intimated in the 
mn J En 10 * . | 
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| n 1 ben of the Jews chr e 7 


n of the Lord God ir upon” me; becauſe the Ta 
| bath anobnted me #0 preach good tidings 70 the „ 
Ha. xt8, 1. Bebold my: ge vob I uphold, "i 
opt, in vhm my ſoul delighteth ; T-hove put my 
. 33 Bim. Where we find Jehovah ſending "WM 
Meffah his Son, the Meſſiah, or ſecond: -- of 
ent,” as God's ſervant; to carry on our Fedemp- | 
tion, to preach good: tidings to the meek ; 
6 holy Spirit of the; Lord put upon him, * 
tight alſo conßrim this doctrine by teſtimonies 
” of Jewiſh writers, but the gra may. is = | 
dene to eie, advant and at more wag 
than I can pretend 5 
Ax, in che Tobey named at the! dt & the 
page. The texts above cited, and explained, may 
 Lulhiciently make it appear, that a'T nity-in Uni- 
ty is intimated in the Old Teſtament; and e 
the veil is taken off the eyes of the Jews; they — 
Nee and believe this truth, as contained in the Od, 


"Beſides all that had been ſaid, we may add fur- 
ther, for the. confirmation! of chriſtianity on . 
tte jews, that if they believe Moſes, they have 
much more reaſon. to believe Jeſus the author 4 
Hur holy religion. Moſes was juſtly! received, bo- 
_ cauſe he did many miracles, which no man but 
de that was ſent and aſſiſted of God could do. 
For the fame reaſon they -ought to believe Jeſus, - 
_ who confirmed his doctrine with more and 
"ol e 1 7 718 rags 228185 ON have! 
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" Har Lord: deferved. the preference; they argued 
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2 greater power. and, à greater goodneſs : T 
3 power. of. Working miracles. was inherent in our 

_ Saviour, and communitcated' by kim to his fol. 

lowers; the effects of his: power reached the || * 

_ hole creation; the devils felt it, the fes and the | fide 

Winds Obeyed him, he wrought Wonders upon 1 

- fiſhes und loaves; upon the eine and the water, den 

upon the figatree and the grave; he cured dif 22 

_ eaſes,” revived*the dead, and. raiſed himſelf; te | WP 

_ Hird day. His miracles were not done in à cor- | Re 

net, they were public and notorious; and: per. 

-manent in their effects: He did not deſtroy he 

. and the prophets,” but fulfilled them. 91 18 

Second, If the eus believe Moſes, — e ..of 

| foretold future events, and theſe did come to 

| paſs; fo did Jefus; and not the leaſt thing Bailed 
* 15 4 hat he foretold; Thus he predicted his own death, 

_ the time when, the inſtruments by Whom, the | 

1 place Where, and the kind and manner EE. ' 
| Harb e be betrayed by one diſciple, denied . = 

by another, and/thar they ſhould be: al offended | "2 
"uo Him.” He foretels his own reſurrection, the 

time when it ſhould be, the wonterfal etultonof 

i Holy Ghoſt, the perſecutions: and ſorrows of 


3 KD bis followers, and the ſucceſs. of his holy religion : 

in the world. He'foretold; the death of Peter, 

that John ſhould ſurvive him, the deſtruction « f BY 
Jeruſalem about forty years before it happened, | 2 
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fary-and/independent, is che ſame thing in con. | 
ſequence; as Aying two abſolute infinites; and if 
we lay two, we. may ay as many as we pleaſe; 
that is to fay, none of them would be really in- 


pole tw felt exiſtent, independent beings, either ſ 
of them may be concrived to exiſt alone, andſo 
It will be no contradictioij to imagine "the other 
not to exiſt, and conſequentiy neither of them wall . 8 
| rity ſelf-exiſting. / Since infinity excludes 
all imits, we are fure. that God is one only, and Wi 
.n0 mere; for two or more infinites' involve'the Ii 
eateſt ontradletton, ſeeing to! ſuppoſe to are 
infinite, f is to ſuppoſe: neither of chem are ſa; for 
Hat Were all one as to fay, there were two alls, Ol 
cath, of which were all! 4 that God, eflentiall —_— 
confidered,;" is one only. ” Plato,” Socrates.” Ant 528 1 
185 in FOO of 2 the i 


A | by degrees conceived the original was allo! multi- 
== "and their poets: deified all, to pleaſe thoſe 
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4 The multitude of ale a 4 


*the Heathens, flowed from different cauſes; they 


_ imagi ined it diflicytt' to aſcribe all the virtues in 


© Har ure to one ſobjed, and- therefore attributed 
every one of them to à particular deity. The in- 
 - tolerable pride of vain men, made: Oo” defire to 
be counted Gods after their death; hence . 
- theoſes were multiplied; every city, b Kit 
dom and profeſſion muſt have their own pr. 


rs: Wnorant, carnal men conceived of God 25 
e to be of different ſexes and ſtations. 


When nations were at war with one another, they 
muſt have different deities for heir protectors. 
= Heathens, wanting divine revelation; became 
thus vain in their imagination; and through A 
_ fooliſh defire to have the object of their ador 
. before their eyes, they multipliedimages, and 


| "whoſe favour they courted, talking & as many 
gods, as men have inordinate affections. But we 


_ nothing can be wanting in him ; and if nothing 
be wanting, ven, infinitely perfect, he can have no 


equal nor Aliſtant: He is thererore the one/inde- 
pendent ſelfexiſting Being. 


E I 3 Next we obſerve, that This pe ſelf. iſt 


| 5 ready proved, motion was not eternal, nor _— 
by matter, büt by ſome eternal; immaterial, delt- 


3 ; and ſelf-aRtiye agent; but tis impoſſible 
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ever dr rematmned fo. But this EY 
principle implies ; phy, that he eternally — 
ed the Do of acting, 2nd the ciffctence of Acts; 
and this perceiving carries neceffart! along With 
it, and > age Inphies: lf. N | 


8 truth too might W hes 4 monſtrated 
from the works' to be ſeen in the world: aud Par- wel 4 | 
ticularly in wan, who is endued "with Jelfron- - 7 
fiouſnebs, thought An intelligence, eee, 3 
ed by his COreator.. Now, if this {elf-exiſtent 1 B | J 1 
ing were -not Intelligent, then; His hes i In 
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Being is endued with 2 perfect Uberty, choice W 7 1 
freedom of action. This is 4 neceffary COL, | 
of his e } for what is intel igel 
our nbexty ;? “ Is no-perfection at. al.” 
liberty nothing can be my My ſaid to b. 
or caule” of an: W 5 


. % 9 any final cauſe in the univerſe; --to aſſert which, 


. F | 5 1 ger in proving that theſe two properties, of in- 
5 us and the; Atheiſts, a lat with 


i i ech | oy 
2 | Another attribute of this: ſapreme ſabes ting 
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- adi: in this World are abſolutely ear in 
| A . Ty keit number, figure, motion, &c. Nothing” which 


could” pollibly: have not been; and nothing 


I Is 4 = is not, could poſlibly have been. But a | 


this is ſ0 Abfurd, io Kalle, 10 contrary to the na. 
ture of things, and common ſenſe, that it plain! 
tells us, that God, the raule-of all things, is en- 
_ dued with liberty, choice and freedom. Ihe ex- 
hen books writ by Galen, de fu partiom ; Mr. 


Wa of nal cauſes ; Ray, Perham,” &c. and the | 
3 _ coverics, made of late in natural philoſe y. 
15 - may convince any. man fully, how every thing 1 


nature exactly ſuits the end, and is moſt admirably 
"made for 1 it. But if God were not a free but a 
* agent, then there could be no ſuch thing 


9 95 all ſenſe and reaſon. I have infiſted the 


_  telligence and liberty, belong to the ſupreme Be- 
ing, becauſe that there lies the main queſtion be- 


_ Spinola; and his followers; who build all their 
range doctrine of the Fairs d of God, upon | 
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is omMnipotence, a power to do every thing 


3 I $ "3 bich is not 'contradictory 1 in itſelf, or Aiſagree- 


1 „ to. the' diyine nature. That the ſupreme Be- 


| 3 15 1 1 Is. endued Wich this perfeRtion, i is undeniable; 
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; a8 has been proved, he is cht only ſelt-exiſt- 
ng . "All things in the univerſe are pr 
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With es.” Creation + 
and Suſtencation x may be N called proper acts 
f ommipotence.:.. A power Which can perform: | 
- theſe, may be equally capable to perform 1900 whing 
os which is not a contradiction. „ 
«The next attribute we oblerve to beong to G ) . Lk 
is Wide; that is, an ability. to. know the fitteſt 
== belt method of difpoling things in all pollible” 19 
caſes, and What are the moſt proper means to 
bring about-what he thus knows to be meet ang 
it in the end. The idea of creation implies Wi- 
dem; for omnipotence in à Creator could only 
produce of itfelf materials, diſorderly rubbiſh and 
confuſed: motion. A he had not contrivance and 1 
delign, he would be below the meaneſt articer; 
but deſign joined with omnipotence could. not de — 
ſufhcient; for the Creator. of the univerſe : For if. 
he were not able to propoſe the belt means er 
promoting the beſt ends, (that is wiſdom). his 
_ defigns..and. contrivances. "would. be liable to. the i 
hazard of ſome defeat. But the gther attnbutes, © 
e have already demonſtrated, do ſufficiently _ 
prove, that the Deity eth wiſdom: For be 
is infinite and every where preſent; he is intelli- = 
gent, and therefore being with, and penetrating © - Þ 
all things, he muſt know all things, even; the moſt FE 1 
hidden. aden of our fouls... And as. all +: of 
things are his dependent creatures made by e, 
Sa wing their powers and faculties „ 
moment to. im, fo he muſt. Know what at pre- 
| omg is done. perfectly, and what will ever be done 7} 
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I F things, . all Their . e one. 60 pw 9g oe 
5 ü fitneſs to certain ends; ſo tis impotiible but. 


he mult exactly know what, are the beſt ; 
to promote the het ends. And as he can be hin- 
_ dexed by no error or miſtake, 10 5 1 almighty 
© power, he can be kept. back. by n 
8 elfſettuating What = molt proper in infmite 
 wildom to be dene, It. follows Wen, 8 oa 
is infinitely wile, and alt things are done. by him, 
1 the univerſe, in infinite 9 bas. - 
_ too. might have been conſumed by a large | 
vie and.con 1 of che Works of creation, 
Wee this a- proper occation for it. The longer the 
. continues, and the greater the diſcoveries 
are, Which are made in the works. of nature, this 
- argumont. grows. "the ſtronger. The. heavens, 
the earth; the. ſeas, the body of man, and every 
7 Around us, particularly diſcover; the con- 
ſummate peßfechien, and: admirable excellency. of 


their frame, antl pr cl: im alo Ihe. infinite wil- | 
We. of theit 9 0 F is We: Are eas 0 

Lali, I oblerve of the ſupreme. Being, that.be 
- mult neceflarily be of infinite juſtice, truth and 
e muſt be endued Sith alf other moral 


- peteations, This is evident, if we confider, -x/ 4 
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_ Thats: there ar Mifferent things in the m— 2 
| ſſ they are placed in different N And ci r- 
 vamitanices; There are ſome. things 1 in their own. 95 
=” ſuitable and fit to be done, and other things Wl _-- 
again unſuitable and unfit t. be done; and "tas. * 
| ſelf-evident, that a guilty criminal and an inno- 
. cant perfon ſhould not be treated after the fame de. 
mien. 75 * ä jeems to be for 
5 "Hs; | e „ 


foundation in the nature of things. . adi Conf. 
TY der that theſe neceflary relations of things appear 
* what ey really are to all intelligent beings, ex - 
much as underſtand things te be What they. 
By this knowledge of the natural 
s of things, the actions of all intaligens. 4 
are always directed, except; their will be 1 4 
corrupted and fwayed by ſome unteaſonable wut 1 
Therefore, athly, The fupreme Being, Jince he 7 4 

inte knowledge, und knows = mw 3 
always as they exactly e in the (yes finde b "0 | 
cannot have his will 8 al uoreaſonably; „ ; 1 q 
1% he „ What he 4-5» 9 

y none; therefore. "tis evident he 

jen — do What is moſt fit and 8 
to be done; that ; 18, he muſt always do ACCOT 
to'the-exact laws of juſtice, truth, dn 0 
Nes to conſider the doctrine of providence; 
and becauſe it ig in a ſpecial manner a neceflary 1 1 
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7 By the 9 e of God; Tunderſiand bis im. 
mediate providing for the: preſervation and lub 
{tence of his creatures, and alſo his diſpoſing and 

of them agrecably to their natures, for 
the moſt effectual arfaining of his own ends 
"That there is ſuch a-Providence, may be ll” 
me iN deduced from what has been 22 denionſtrated: | 
N for as to the preſer vati 


85 "themes one moment tinde 8 5 
3 therefore mult they depend for their p e 
mile muſt 97 be Weir Creator, oct is the 
3 only independent Being: He muſt be 4 Being 
I Whois omnipreſent with all creatures in the uni- 
+ 1 he muſt certainly be infinitely wife, toKnow 
ecxactly the ſtatée and condition of all creatures; 
He muſt be perfectly good and benevolent, elſc 


'Y b all. powerful, elle he could not be Able for this 

Work. But the attributes belong” only to Goc 

4 the moſt perfect Being: And on the other ſide; if 
he really Has fuch attributes, He cannot but exert 


his providence in the ſubſiſtence and e 


-or thoſe creatures which he has made. we 


4 Egpfcurus and his followers repreſent God 428 re 
2 f mankind ; yea, ſome have al 


that it is below the divine Majeſty any way to. 
concern himſelf With any of the creatures whatſo- 


ever: But the abſolutely perfect God is endued 
With infinite wiſdom, and ſuch an almighty power, 


ety: he muſt, by his perfect Willom, lly 
1 and by his perfect power, equally be able 


per Ron muſt be denied, and 


1 nature; his 


| b | ; we to judge any thing unworthy of his care, 
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to preſer ve and govern all chings with equal care 
as any, and the leaſt as well as the greateſt: 80 
that if he do not mind theſe things, he muſt be li- 
mited and contracted, which is contrary to his in- 


0 8 Bis being. Beſides, what reaſon have 
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E. attewpt to name one fheh: . 3 can- 
1 it. On the contramys thoſe things which 
a firſt view- ſeem moſt exceptionable, as rocks, 
1 Sc. 9 to A nt ante to 
b hy "the rech wiſe — py ters heiſt 
*. can ſay, that this world was cauſed — un- 
_ intelligent matter, without a providence, may on 
Full ag eee eee he cities of Lon 
2 or. ane . h. 


1 this: — — 00 ee bor more 
faults may be found in theſe towns or books t. 
in the frame of this glorious world. "I 
Every thing in this preſent ſyſtem: is diſpoſed 
* krone for the beſt, nothing whatſoever 

good uſe. 2 oy lam k thing; bs. 
| diſpoſadfor a variety of g uſes. How ma- 
: WT 9 750 our bodies? 
ad; UL | banda nene, tongues, &c. Lea, how ma ay 
uſes has every ſingle muſcle, and rery, bone? 
3 We all, theſe. are not abſolutely neceſſary | 
1 ene "PN ae, ; bing ae ate ft 
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athieh «leaſt „ 
that 1 Was s dif ee by divine providence. 
_ >The other mean appointed by pro ce for 
aining the end ol "creation' is, that admirable 
ernment of ſuck parts as are furniſhed- with" | 
and action. This is different according to * 
diverſity ts ſubjects, which are either rational | 
or: irrationat” As to the latter, if we view the'ac- 
tions of brute denſts-irs general, we cannot ſa. ythey 
are mere eee doing on! according 0 *. 
for _ ae the meaneſt 
verkfied LS 
1 look — or bee-hive,” we Thallf ind 
a city, though they are at the ſame time beſet | 
y with the ſame objects, and for oughrt appears, . 
celve the fame impreſlions from without. Bu s 
the actio 8 of brutes are not th effects af mere 


law, Vet Dewi 18 the wil „ 
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tte governor, the ſupreme perfection of his wiſ⸗ 
2 which cannot but f incline him to 

mity to the ſtates and capacities of his 
1 — to chat original fitneſs and unſitneſs 
1 * in the natures and circumſtances *vf 
things; That there really is ſuch 4 vt, 
_ 2ppeard. rom, this, that — are certain 57 1 
1 of reaſon, with reference Natters of 1 
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800 the: delign of the creator. Reaſon: and übe ** 
_ are the two principal necefſaryqualificat 0 
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and kingdoms, ſo furprifing aud ſo unexpected 
turns of affairs, that the ableſt pliticians's could 
not account for. The moſtiſecret crimes have 
been often ſtrangely diſcovered dur life has been 


WM ainforeſeen” means; tlie afflictions that ha 
been very grievous to us have tert ted to our | 
— So ſo as We cunnot but in e, and on 
1 other occafions,0blerye the vilible tokens of 
_ the power juſtice, and; gobdnefs of God, "io 
holds all creatures in His OI he nd, and 1 9 5 
_ thony according to his pleafir&, ©” on 
_ © There have been; batt ſtill are te Odzecti ns 
aki difficulties ſtarted againſt this doarine of Pro 
_ videncel® I cannot now da to diſcourſe of the 
ie ot evil, „the überty oF man, and to vindi- 
tes of God, in his diſpenſations of 
Providence: In ſhort; if there be any thing at al 
_ in' theſe Which we cannot” fully account” tory?! 
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| 'There are no ſu on Which we can turn „ 


thoughts, capable to afford us more pleaſure, ad. 
vantage and del Fal ht, than thoſe which Soncern 
our fouls; and © all fuch ſubjects, none concern 
us more nearly, nor are more capable to — 9 
ſo valuable ends, than that of our 1 
Tbis then very well deſerves. che Reich: an 


might derive many ſtrong arguments to convince | 
| us and all men, that our fouls are. imm 
ſhall a little argue from: theſe following. 
- Fire, The ſoul is immaterial, therefore e EY 
mene That the firſt of theſe: 8 . 
true, might be proved by a long chain of reaſon⸗- 
ing v; but 1 ſhall only prove 8 aan that if the 
ſoul were not immaterial; it would be abſurg * 
ſuppoſe any Variety or diverſity. .of thou ght, or 

any inference or argumentation in our mind. 1 
cauſe, ſuppoſing our ſouls to be made up of ma- 
terial particles, all our thoughts myſt ariſe = 
the motion of theſe: particles 4 that is, for Every. . 
change of thought, there myſt be a change in the 
number of -moying particles i in the direction, or 
in the quantity of their motion; For *tis ene... 
that à cauſe workiog ſtill the fame way, would 
ſill” produce the ſame effect, and our thought 
would: be always the very ſame; if ſome OW 
or other did Tor e pen is theſe Pats of matter, 
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1d by open. appeal leave the | confirmation . 
it Xa the Faniciences of men.; to men, I ſay, who: . 
2 her prodi wully inconfiderate, unattens,.. 
tive, 1 and. ſo molt {tupdly.ignorant; who. are ne . 
quite pulled by early; ſtrong and fooliſh prejudis 
ce; or, 0e all, who are not ſo entixeſy d : 
«by. habits, fo - wholly: corrupted by d 
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. [Noo ve the immortality of the tl Ki 5 4 
1 its paſſions and Rs 1 we moſt conſider 
© that the infinitely. Perfect Being, the Creator of 
all things, and particularly:of” an, das dene all 
8 wiſely and wel; 2 very brute beaſts have 
4 . _  # happineſs. propoxtioned do their faculties, they 
* gs have the means, and actually obtain the” enjoy 
ment of thoſe: things * hien their natural d 
. planted in lh WIN r ;Creator, Aron 
inchne them: And therefore, if our ſouls were ! 2 
Immortal, men would be on af is account more 
miſerable than brutes; in that they had not 2 
We proportioned to their faculties, and cou 
Have no Poffible - way to come at the enjoyment- of 
_ thoſe ſtrong and ardent delires, ſo deeply. fixed in 
Y them by their Creator. Yea, I may Ad, that if 
4 1 | 3 "Wwe: 5 5 the ſoul not to be immortal, then the 
more excellent any one man were among the hu- 
man kind, the more ſagacious, s Jul. wile, Kc. fo 
. Þ 2 "a more-would: he be miſerable; and ſo much 
Ct leſs incapable of ha pineſs, becauſe he would he 
E the more ſenſible. of his death, which ſo faſt a 
2 and this would ſour all his preſent ſe ſe 
ble happineſs.” The more wiſe: he were, he bon 
not only be mote fenſible of the ſhortneſs and un- 
_ certainty of his life, but of the poorneſs, Inſufi- 
Ciency, 75 diſlatisfactorineſs of all fuch. pitiful 
wy 2 dince tis certain t a fool ſets a gre iter 
* on ſenſüble happineſs, than a "wile man; and 
i would be moſt, if not the only perſon, 7 
XZ true happines. Theſe things may perſuade us 
1 of many abſurd conſequences. of allerting the ſoul 
di de a mortal, periſhing fubſtance. Indeed the 
3 t wy n n man 40. * * 
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"Wikies ene COL bo a wander to 
being to things that are not, to raiſe up i 
the Heavens and pant after hem; to nd; lf 
che aby and found' the depth. thereof; and: 5 8 1 i 
though chained to a languithing body, yet to af; if 4 ij 
pire after immortality, may convince; any. man 
of the heavenly original of the fqul, that tis not 
formed t periſn with a vile Wo! i matter, 
whole! duration is ſo ſhort and miſera able, but is . f 8 
immortal and endureth for ever. A E of 1 
- Thirdly; de doctrine of the ab 05 0 
5 and conſequeritl of its being capable to re- 
ceive rewards and puniſhments i in the life to dome, | 
is moſt profitable to the right government 1 7 3 0 ö " 
men's lives and actions in the world, and the pre- [1 2 Jl 
| ſerving” ſociety amon them. If na happineſs or. 
miſery is to be expected hereafter; then the — 
buſineſs men have to take care of, is their preſent | 
well-being in the world; If à man be inclined 
to make gain, if he can cheat or ſteal, 1 re 
to be puniſhed by a civil or criminal judge; 5 
will be ſo far from being his fault, that tis — i 1 1 1 | 
his duty, becauſe tis a proper mean to increaſe RN ol li 
his plenty and opulent eſtate. And as to anger, 
batred, revenge, or the like luſts, by y this prin... 
ciple a man may take the firſt ere - 
coins theſe paſſions;: by doing miſchief to . 
pe is Offende with, either hy accuſation, Th A To. 
perjury, poiſoning or "Rabbing, if Be can do it, MY 
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erſũ afon of —_ ive ee ſtate; where. 
de rewatded with an eternal 4 
weight of glory; which hope ſhall not bein vain 1 Y 
On the other e "Tg wicked men, even thou ugh 1 
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5 ie goodneis and truth, affords the mo : = 
. deniable arguments for the deus in 3 
. to avoid prolixity aud repetitions, 1 all 0 
_ lighthy; touch them. I ſay then, if the ſoul of man 
Were mortal, it would d 


crogate-miglitily from the 
wi Kam of. God,: to have made it with ſuch unſuit- 
le culties, as theſe it hath would be, were the 
_ foul; a-periſhing, tranſient creature: This would 

I E argue more want of News in God, than is to be dil- 
cerned in any. good human x artiſt, who is always 
3: ure to make his piece of workmanſhip ſuitable to 
he duration he deſigns it ſhould have, and the 
here g activity he is to place it in. But it We- 
. the Nee of brute beaſts are valtly 
inferior to thoſe of the human ſoul: What there. 
_ fore.1 is common to the beaſts, as well as man, can- 
- oh > the end of man, The wiſdom of God then 
Hs muſk certainly ſaffer, if, as he appoints man to an 
eng of his wn, deſigning, ſo he did not appoint him 
nan end anſwerable to the excellency of his ſoul; an 
* * das much above other creatures, as that exceeds | 
vw in worth and excellent as: was before hint - 
ed. Bat if our doctrine: were falſe; we bern not 
peach God's: want of wifdom' in ö 
man, Put alſo in his government of the world. 
5 at wiſe governor would allow, or, I may tay, 
. authoriſe, ſuch things, as would cettainly Ti 
the moſt. horrid: kan in the government ? 
; 1 * mag 8 man to perth a and 422 
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an- cozenage and falſehood? Shall all that juſtice, for 
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ian WU diſcovered to: be the baſeſt treachery; 3 iniquity an bi} iN 
im MW injuſtice? No, no; away with ſuch er i 
an contradictions Let us believe after the old, = ſj . 
” demonſtrated ways that Der, moſt perfec ly 1 1 = 
ſuperlatibely wiſe, good; juſt and true Anh, ag is 
firmly demonſtrated by: this and the preceding . 
guments, 'that- the fouls of men ate immortal. 11 
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give thanks to him for What we receive. Even a 
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Tue divine perfections ald — * R. 
nor and fervice is due te God from his creatures. 
Tis feceffary, in our prefent ſtate, we'ſkould have - 
forterhing: to depend upon, and have recourſe 3 
"=" ſupport and retef: Man, at his beſt eftare;be- | 
ing but a feeble and infirm creature, by reaſon _ 1 
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b e is folly 46 traſt in Kümfelf; add it is no 
des te truſt in aq ry who 1 15 Wee it. 
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* . afts always Wees to the Ariel etc ul. 
| tice; goodneſs and truth, that is ſuitable to his own 
nature; and, according to the eternal reaſon of 
ching, it is impoſſible for him to be deceived or 
| prejudiced." Theſe creatures of his therefore, on 
whom he has beſtowed liberty and reaſon, intoler- 
aubly abuſe theſe his gifts, when they either negli 
gently ſuffer themſelves to be deceived, or wilfull: 
| prejudiced in matters of good and evil, and ſo ac 
cContrary to Gedz and to 08 noble faculties h 
Has endued chem with, which will tend to their 
8 _ hurt and ruin. Now, juſtice and equity to 
every man; to deal with him, as we in the like 
8 po would reaſonably expect he would: deal with 
us, is ſo plainly ſit and reaſonable in itſelf; that he 
' _ who denies it, or acts contrary: thereuato, -moſt 
| unaccountably abuſes TORN acts contrary to his 
noble facultics,contrary'to'C God; who, as he is per- 
fectly juſt himſelf, cannot but abhor and/puniſh 
1 al iniquity and injuſtice in reaſonable creatures. 
Untverfal love and benevolence to all men, is 
Alſo a duty Which flows from the ſame principles; 
Ip N for as God is juſt, ſo he is perfectly good, and al- 
ME 908 9 WE is best Þ in th ON 8 (on 
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<rtatures ought to do not What Ge - " | 

. en allo they ought to endeavour to do what 
is the greateſt good; this muſt ſtin be the moſt 
reaſonable to be done. Now that love and bene“ \l8 
volence, or à conſtant endeavour to promote te 
univerſal welfare of all men, is what moſt re. 3 jy 
ſembles and beſt pleaſeth God, and is the 8 NM 
good we can do in our ſphere; is ſo evident; that 
none can deny it, or be guilty of the contrary . 

practice, ho has. not his reaſonable faculties mot 


prodigt joully and un naturally c. e "of 


"Then, as to the duties we owe with Teh e 10 
 ourſelyes;it it is clear that we ought to preſerve our 
being as long as we can; for we can have no juſt Y f 
power or right to deſtroy what is God's work in“ 
gilt: He alone has appointed us: our work; and 
he ' only knows. when it will be ended; and there. | - 4 
fore he only can diſmiſs us when all that work: * 

done Which he ordered for us. The apology * 
Mr. Gildon, for Blount's abominable Peas . U | 
ought then to be hiſſed out of the rational World? 
And as we are like ſoldiers, who cannot quit our 
poſts when we pleaſe, fowe myſt ores keep vue: 4 
ſelves in a condition fit for perfortr ing the duties 
of our ſtations; and therefore we muſt do wh ” 4 4 
we. can to keep our reaſonable faculties in good  * 
order, to regulate our paſſions, and reſtrain our 
appetites,..to keep free from all intemperanice, ei- 
ther in body or 1 8 For when we are in uch 
. condition, we are unſit for performing the ne- 
cellary duties of life to which God calls us and YN 
ve are not ſecure, but t t we ma 
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ſerve Gad acceptably, we muſt baye +diſtin& and 
particular. Knowledge of him. Lo engage me to 
truſt in God, 1 je" know his power, be per- 
ſuaded that he knows, and is willing to take are... ml 
of: me. ka To EK t me to | ns 1\muſt 5 i 
be pe 0 N o knaw my de- 
- fires, and of. his ability, and willingneſs to ſupply - 
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pay him abedzence, I muſt know big zuth Grip, | 
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Gon. + Now the Heathens, by the: dark | 1 


nature, had no ſuch Knowledge of Gd: 
| could: ſcarce ſpell out his name by the Works 1 
crœation and providence, withay revelation. N J 
de fure- the vulgar could not qo it, 2 b ber I 


e matters. Tas: amazing that. they, 00 | 
Pun Ht le 10 jo Pd ee = 
N fuch-. dwarfs 1 in divinity, ere they 1 
_ goito ichoal:to get à leſſon from the maſt igvo- 

r raot Sbriſtiaus, Who knew any thing at all. 5 
bc aid the Apoſtle Ie in wiſdom they knew not Gad; 

their Knowledge was. plain ignaratce- | Cicer 1 — 0 
ahold the Opinions of other philoſophers, : 
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_ "at tis tronbleſometo report: They ſay io many 
different things, of the ſhapes of the Gods, of 
_ their places feats; and actions; of their lives, 
Ger "which there is great dſſen nsfan 
Philoſophers) and which touches the paint. 
_* *nearly,; one of them nel the, Gods' do. * 


_ thing; are free of all} 
_—_ Others, that all "wing Were made from. 
beginning, and regulated and moved for an 
infinite time.. What miſ-ſhapen./ znotions e 
* _ theſe? © Beſides; an endleſs: Variety of opinions, 
| * whereby they: fay and unfay, are Wavering and 
_ Uncertain” ,- Cicero; himſelf never adventured to 
give any methodical: account-;-: he+ ſcarce” eſta- 
. any thing, but ſpends his whole time in re- 
kuting the opinions: of others, without daring to ad 
Fans his on. 5 Have yon forgot, fays be*, what 
| Tos in che beginning; that tis eaſier for 
me to tell you What is not my opinion, than what 
7 is“ The beſt theclegy of the Heathen dages is 
büt dark hints, Which che vulgar did not un 

ſtand. Scarce any of them is Poſitive, that there 
Are no more Gods than one. Even Socrates him- 
- 6 whois ſuppoſed to have died a martyr to 1 
truth, durſt not own it plainiy. While this i un- 
dketetmine all religion is left looſe and Ander 
_ tiin; and men cannot» know how. 0 5 
e ee ee Eities. 
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not only in che aRs:of the mind, as eſteem, 2 i} | 
zope, hüt in a more ſtated and ſolemn way of ve· 
neration Markind, as united in ſocieties, as 15 
pend entirely u pon God, and therefore: owe hag E 
reverence, and 25 ſuitable expreſtions of it. Bu- 
blic-benefits' require public "acknowlegments z | 
the deilts themſelves'own this. Now the nations T 
that were left to the mere light of nature, were 
filled with blaſphemous, 'ridiculous-and 8 3 
rites of Worſhip; yea; ſome of them were impi- 1 | 
ous and abominable; as we may ſee afterward, in 
the ſecond chapter of this'eflay. We cannot any 
where in the Heather: world fee any worſhip that 
is not mannifeſtly/unworthy. of, and injurious to 
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world fo far to loſe tlieir way, met be ſadly de- 
bang What did Lon know : mn 1 * 
mittee: or mannet of prayers or prai es! What 
ſecurity did, or cSuld nature's light afford alas 
ſucceſs and acceptance! of theſe duties: Plato, ian 
his ſecond Aleibiades, males it Dis bußineſs to 
| prove that we know not how-to: mana = 
and therefore concludes it ſafer to ab „ 
ether, than err in the manner of 2 
Epictetus ys, Every one muſt ſacriſce and 
offer the firſt fruits according to the manner of . 
their country *.” Seneca condemns. this, and =. . 
Deum colit gu nevit, let thoſe that know Gd 
— 2 >» Remarkable is the confeſſion of 
Platonic dE 0 _—_ en- 
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nature, We hall find the experience of the world 
3 confirms the inſufficiency: of this light to reach 
=: this « end. As to the generality of | mankind; we 
__ may; find them purſuing other things than their 
great. end, walking in contradiction to the law 
deſigned to conduct them to happineſs. Look 
"6 leere we 25 TIT them: 2 127 and 
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Ans dig Kare on Kuen notions, 6h none eos them 1 un. * 1 1 
the | derſtanding true happineſs. Inſtead of giving p plain 
ex. 8 rules to mankind; t they obtrude obſcure, dark un: 1 
us profitable.” ſentences. - "How. can nature's Vehr . „ q # 1 
DO move darkneſs; guilt, and corruption? Withobt 1 
divine revelation men wall in dar kneſi and have no 1 1 | 
light.” And as to guilt, though they try all — 318 
that fear, terrors, a racked imagination, yea, that 1 
Satan could ſuggeſt, offering fometimes the fru i ; f 3 1 ; 1 
of their body for the: ſin of their ſoul, yet LT never 
took the 3 855 way to deliver themſelves om „ 1 i 
nor to ſubdue luſt and ſtem the tide of corruption i 
though God did forbear to puniſh them, yet ther j 
hearts were fully" ſet in them to do evil. © As for th 5 1 
Deiſts, who truſt to the ſufficiency of nature's 4} | 
Tight, and mock at Divine Reyelation, | a i 
their principles. nor practices declare they are in 
the right road to obtain happineſs. As for en * 
who Ive under the goſpel, and are ſtrangers to * By yz 
power of godlineſs, though they have great ad- A 1 | 
vantages of means beyond others, yet their 
tice declares, that without: the elficacy of F 
grace, they can never enter into the /#ait and nar- 
raw road that "leads unto life. „And finally, as to 
true believers, they both in their public and pri- 
vate devotions acknowledge their guilt, darkneſs 
and inability, and ſend up . prayers, cries⁶ü 
and tears for rich ſupplies of ce wi * 0 ut dog's hs 1 4 F 
they can do nothing. „ 2 = 
heir i In the 2% place, that the: light 9g nature is . 9 
law ſufficient in itfelf to conduct men to pineſs, is 
ook evident, becauſe all the religions that i, 95 been 
and WW invented by men are abſurd, abs; contrary to rea-. 
5 135 "The IO of 1 Re; 328 pat” in the Od 3 
nh 3 Ne: ITE 1 {i 
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1 before the incarnation of our Serie | 
= the Chriftian religion taught in the New ron | 
tament fince his cowing, are not the. inventions ib 
_ of men, but founded upon divine revelation, The IM der 
FP ways. of religious worſhip, deviſed. by of, 
wen, are the Heathenith and the Mahometan, How Ph: 
_ abſurd and unreaſonable Heatheniſm was, befides Ml he: 
What has been already adyanced, 1 AL diſcover Wh did 

| norco or itlelf; only hexe, in as 

few words as ] can, 1 5 ſhew 1 abſurd the. 

Ws of Mahowet 1 18, any; e grapnds. 
Hel, From the life of Mahon net, the Foun, 

a contriver thereof. He was born of mean. 
rents, educated to merchandize by his. uncle Abu 

Taleb. Being employed afterwards as factor to 

5 1 rich widow, he inſinusted ſo into her . favour, 

© 3s the gave herſelf to him in marris . 

| is rendered maſter of her perſon. e 

Vas equal in riches to the beſt of the City, and bis 
| ambitious mind began to entertain thoughts of pol- 

= F the ſoyertigniy, Having weighed. all means 

9 bring this to pals, he found none ſo 

a3 framing that impoſture, which, he afterwards 

| . vented with ſa much miſchief: to the world, The 

1 e of the time and place did much fa- 

4 * your the ſpreading of this deluſion: 2 the Ara- 

=: were ignorant, fuperſtitious Gentiles, wor- 
ipping idols, Alat, Az, and Menat, as the, Al 

peaks? and tainted. with, many other; ſu- 

] e Chriſtians, who. were e e 

10 N country, AIP Wn 18 rent into p 
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1 Ye 155 che Genen 1 9 0 p "Thus antichriſt 
140 ies ie foot. i in the. Western and.caſtern parts of 


0 4 ad in 1 40th year 
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ho lived 5 Tan ene, 
uſe of women, xivers of waters, 

g drinks, ſhady gardens, and pleaſant fruits 

| 5 ——— To anſwer theſe de. f 
lated his paradiſe, ae 1+ rel 

where the POP are 8 


Maßbeme But e 1 Lord © There be in thoſe 
8 that ave 
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e e 166k but upon Hemm, and whom no pe 
* man nor a 8 before vols Ay 
mali reſemble coral and why 3 Lord do ye 


dens women eyes Excecting bla 


E And bodies exceeding white, covered with Pari. 


ons.“ He alſo deſcribed the puniſhments of hell, 
uch as might be exceedin ly afficting to the A- 


| rablans „: «Phey ſhall drin nothing But 1 9 7 


d water, /breathe nothing but höt win 


4$ | | dwellfor ever in -continual burning, ſire andfmoke: 
. nothing but briars and thorns, and the fruit of 
13 a tree, Lig 


on, that riſeth out of the bottom of hell, 


and its branches reſemble the heads of devils; and 
ttülis fruit Mall be i in their belly like burning 
| That he might beg 
_- fear, he ſets forth to them Wat miſeries had . 
| len upon thoſe that would not be inſtructed by the 
prophets; that for this reaſon the old world was 
geſtroyed by the deluge, Sodom by fire, and Ad and 
Thamud, two ancient tribes ing the Arabs; were 
| \ extirpated for the ſame reaſon 


| itch. 1 
we. nothing. that could bege 


on. What exceeding- 
1y'vexec him was, his eee ere to ſee a mi 


race, ſueh as Jeſus and Moſes wrought, to prove 
' their miſſion from God“, In anfwer to this, he 
TP ſometimes told them, 1 


f 2 W * 


hat Mohatned was pro- 
pPhet ſent to preach to them the rewärds of Para- 
3 diſe, and the palns of hell ; that their predet | 
|  contemined the: miracles of ather prophets, there- 

fore he would work none.“ And ſometimes he 
1 N 60 1 thole WHO, were e ordained to believe, 
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he told them plair 
with miracles, yet obeyed them n d. 
therefore he had ſent him without „ now | 
to foree them, by the power of the ſword; to do 
his Will 4 Hence he forbade his diſciples to enter 
into any diſputes about religion; but to fight for 
it. When you meet with unbelievers! fays — 0 1 
in che chapter of battles, /5* cut off their heads, ki! 

em; make th. Em priſoners, and never ceaſe to per-. N 


E — cu” Jo encourage them powerful- 
ly to follow this maxim, he promiſes all thoſe who 
ie in ſuch holy wars, that they ſhall go ſtrai r 
aradiſe, notwithſtanding all the crimes th 
Pri? roi during their whole life. 
captain better obeyed ;- for his 5 © 
mate-uſe of fire and ſword to propagate Mah 


metiſm3-and there Was e way: for a conquered. . - 
1 e their fury /bucby embracing their 
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year of his pretended mit on, h ö 
ns Ln 5 Abu Taleb and his wife Cha- — 
ava dying, his party became weak at Mecca. * 

engthen them, he took three other wives, We 
thay the daughter of Abubeker, Zueda, the daugh- 
ter 'of Zama, and Hapfha, the daughter of Omar, |. 
and anne ſongii-law to three principal me 
in the city. In the 12th yea ar of his pretended 
on is pl iced the Meſa, 2 de is, the 8 WW 
y from Metcainoeruli. Hopre- BN 
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1 NY io IO with eee * wings, 
andthe; beaſt Alborak by him Ar ale heal hav- 
b eee, idle, from the ti 
homet, would; not. Jet. Mabomet. mount, till; he 
bim a1 lace. in paradiſe. Then getting 
he came, the angel Gabri Loading | 
- the be Dil the one im an eye, from Mec- 
1 2 | faints waited on i 


C pure ing fl rs hanging in ch 
. wi each of the bulk of mount. 8 near __ 
„ en, the angels watched to keep the devils af them. 
W. Here be met with an old man, oux ſirſt father A- 
dam, who gave thanks te God fos fo great à ſon. 
dare he ſaw angels, forme in ſhape of birds, and 


1 others ef beaſts, and among them a cock as: White 
ll nd ſnow; his head — to the ſecond heaven, 
the diſtance of 28 days journey, his wings ex- 
tendiag eaſt to weſt; that every morning, 
W God lnging a hymn, the. ock joins with him io 
W loud, as all in heaven and earth, except men and 
fairies, crow alſo. But at the day of judgment be 
a in his wings and crows no more. Then he 
goes to, the ſecond. heaven all of gold, and faw 
W Noah with more angels than in the firſt. I 
= this heaven, Which was made of, precious bons, 
1 ; 1 at the entrance, he met Abrah b ec 
mwended himſelf. C his prayers; and there he Jak 
a vaſt wany more angels that-in the former hea- 
ven, and among them a great one of ſo prodigious 
' A ory 3885 ve NIE wh ra as, two hack was ; 
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| . as. Bees zen jevrneyi "PAR to our 
rate of travelling here on earth. Thence he eg 
ed to the fourth heaven, which was all of emerald, 

where he met Joſeph the ſon: of Jarob, 19 
commended: himſelf to his prayers. Here he ſau , 
a vaſtly larger number of angels, and another great 
angel ag high as from the Burch to the fifth hea- | 
yen, who was continually weeping for the fins of * 
men, Thence he gdes to the: b heaven; made 
of ada mant, where he found Moſes, and à greater 
number of angels than in the former. Thence he 
aſcended into hs ſixth heaven, made of carbunds, - 
where he found John the Baptiſt. Hence to the 
ſeventh heaven, all made of divine light: : Here he 
found Jeſus Chriſt; where he alters his ſtyle, for 
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op. i fclfto- bis prayers, but that he reco 
1d ſeif to Jeſus Chriſty defiring him to pray: 
whereby he acknowledgeth- him certainly tc 
greater. But it was his cuſtom, throug 
whole ſcene of his impoſture, thus to 3 the 
Chriſtians. Here he faith, „he found à much 
greater number of angels than in all the other 
heavens beſides; and among them one ext 
2 angel, Es te thouſand heads, and in - 
tongue uttering en Shou diſtin voices,” | 
The angel Gabriel not being perinitted to * 
further, Mohamed was directed to the throne of 
God, where he faw a vaſt extenſion of Abr „ 
that brightneſs that his eyes could not Hear: at... ] 
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ſays, God's name and his own were eee 
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On the right fide of the throne, the impaſtor 9 | 
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L Z 0 and then taking the bridle in his hand, conducted 


From this: flight-the- Mahometans 


| 


. in ve hl » nen, ee 


e that ia; e there is no God bot God 
" a Mabomet is his prophet; Which is the God 
2 the Mahometans. Being approached to the 
eſenee of God as near as Within two bow. hots, 
tells us, he ſaw him fitting on his throne, 
8 à covering of ſeventy thouſand veils before 
bis face; that God laid his hand on him, and 
there diſcovered; to him his: whole law. Then 
Gabriel conducted him back, and ſet him again 
upon the Alborak, which he left tied at Jeruſalem, 


bim back to Mecca, in the ſame manner as he 
 brought/ him thence; and all this within the ſpace 
of the tenth part of one night.” This abominable 
[ fable is thortly hinted at in the Alcoran;and 
more at large, gathered out of 'Mahometan au- 
thats, by the learned Dr. Prideauz/; Horn beck ' 
and others. When Mohamed reported this ri- 
diculous ſtory, many of his own ſect received je | 
with a hoot, laughed — at ĩt q but they 
who had: ſwallowed the reſt, digeſted abis: alſo: 
' whichs with others of the ſame kind, taken from 
the memories of thoſe whoicotverled: with Maho- 
met, 96s ee bieter of; ee oral la- or 
Sonab. e F 
5 Mahomet- . difficnttien; in- ſtay in * 
at Mecca, he engaged ſome diſciples'ay: 'Yathreb, 
no called Medina, 270 miles from Mecca; and 
on the 12th of the month Rebbia, that is Win us 
the 24th of September, he flies to the Vathreb. 
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TE" — Being ſettled: hers, be 9 55 * . 
name of the ales; calling'it MedinatoF-nabi;” the 
of the prophet, or "ſimply Medina, as it is 

4 * to this day. Having thus obtained his 
ore defire, to have a fown at his command, and hav-/ = 
ind ing preached his impoſture 13 ears, for the 6 = 
E maining 10 years of his life he fights for it; 
ain . and Mis he may be no more troubled” with any” - 
m, queſtions about his religion, he forbids all — 
ted about it But tis not my buſineſs to enter into 
he the detail of his Wars; thoſe who deſire to be in- 
ace formed. may ſee Elmacine's Hiſtoria Saracenica, 4 
ible Ockley's Hiſtory of the Saracens, Prideaux's Hife 
ind of Mahomet and others: In the roth” en 
ol Hegira, be was poiſoned at Cbaiba, in 2 ſhoulder 
of mutton,” and died in the 63d year of His ans 
anden zd or is pretended miſſion. e K MT 
But to ſhew further what juſt grounds 4 
has to reject Mahometiſm as an. impoſture, . 
| ſhall confider, vſt, Ho-. ſcandalous aud enor- 
mous Mahomet's "life was. -2dly; Offer: fome - Wi 
rounds for rej carers. his e As to the 1 4 
of Mahomet, in the firſt part of" it, he led, i 

a very licentious courſe'i in rapine and plunder, =_ 
attended with bloodſhed, according to the uſe i 
the Arabs; wher None tribe took from an- 
other al they could: After he commented a 
et; he fWelled with ambition; aiming to gain” WM 

an empire, and teaching his diſciples not to diſ-—- 
3 for . but Projuguts it by force of ; 
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[ Jo — e ſword, wait what. 0 
is above advanced. Secondly, He was à moſt i wiv 
|  luſtfulleacher;/ guilty of Se my; adultery, and 
L the like crimes: ' After adi gha 4 el, Wich was 
in the Zoth year of his life; 22 took at leaſt fif. 
teen waves; others reckon them 21, of which five 
' died before him, fix he repudiated and 10 were 
1 eee + Zaina, one of his wives was 
. 83 Zeyd, an enfranchiſed flave; ſnie 
N ul, he cauſed Zeyd to put her 4 
y, that he himſelf might marry her: at which 
00 ome of his diſciples taking offence, out comes 
= te gad chapter of the Alcoran, where God is 
brought in, telling he had married Zeyd o wife 
= to/Makomet, and  rebeking th him, that knowing 
© God had given him this liberty, he ſhould-abſtam 
"i long from her, out of regard to the people. 
N at once We have him "of adultery, 
e and impoſture; adultery, in 8 
- and poſſefling Zeyd's wifey e e by father- 
_ ingiuch a wie zdneſs upon God and imp 
in deluding the people with fuch 2 prete | 
repelation. Beſides all theſe wives; he had: a con: 
- cubine dearly beloved, an Egyptian ſent bye 
| governor of that country, to gratify his 
. 1 e rn non more eaſily treat with 
bim about ſome affairs. His luft ft aight kindled 
' to her, 101 as Ayeſh und Hap eee Bis 
: | 4 eee the all, en 1 => 
ter, emits; wle Seck E as A lcoran; . 
Erle. Fa where the firſt , une 9 
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— — chick unto vou to lie Wr 
id-erwunns“ And in that fame chapter he 

threatens: his wives with divorce, 'unle they 
were content; whereupon- they ſubmitted, ani 
returned to his houſe; [Theſe bus guue ſuch] 
to his nermibus followers; 4s they. ne ee 
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be evident to any thinking perſon, that the bo ks 
"under. Moſes's name are truly What they pretend 
- to be; the law of God delivered by Moſes to the. 
i 5 8 of Aael in the wilderneſs, and could not 
i 1 3% pollibly have been forged in any period of time 
before. 2 appearance of Chriſt: And che provi- 
gener of God, the multitude of copies, and the 
Care of) Je ewR and Chriſtians, have tranſmitted them 
* to us to this very day. . 1 
5 'Belides what has been already diſcourſed; Which 
8 fully proves the” authority of” the” books of Ne. 
; 3 Tmay add fome' 5 Fi * zonfirm 
"he fame. | , From the perſonal qualifications of 
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. impartial” relation of the glorious actions roo 
did, and of. the faults they committed, without. | 
any: diſgui ie diſſembies not the envy and 
 murinuring af Miriam his ſiſter v, nor the abomin- iſ 
able idolatry of: Aaron his brother , though de 1 
was high prieſt; yea, he diſcovers, his: own vnad- . 
viſed Words, and the doubts of his own mine 
Which none, before he opened them, (but God 
only) could. know. Nothing could oblige: him to ll 
feign or le. Ihe truth he was eee 1 : 1 
ſet damn, was the only motive he procei 31 
the execution of God's commands, the por glory. 
he ſought; after; and a happy immortality, th 
only PALS he aſpired to. Moſes s modeſty is "Ig : 
1 queſtionable than his ſincerity : He was a 
ſon ot eee beauty, trained up from * 
ys till he was 40 years old, in n 


4 . 4 
* « N 
* ou w, 


all the wiſdom and learning of the Egyptians, un- 
der the beſt: maſters they eculd have any. . 7 4 | 

ad the heir-apparent of the crown: And if we 

may believe Philo, he commanded - numerous ar- 
mies af that nation , and obtained great , 

according to joſephus 4; yet is ry far from the va, 
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all over in Glence but on the con y, he does nat: © 
conceal his keeping the flock of Jethro his father- 
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N ot any other pations; . they. forbid . fins p. per · 4 
| 3 - mitted by others, as hating. our. brother in our dei 


| b ; Wn ; Jvenging. or bearing that 
= of our. own people; the lane 
fange f Ornication, and many other evils of the mit 


\ Ale nature. They condemn All ſorts of 3 duc 
| . tion, With which wwe Aations 1 were. Sd the ey Watt 
= _ Thionh all: Geng. of maj 
aud divinatians, and di oy and un- 
= . - lucky days. How can this 12 85 0 Ts which 
2 proceeds from an infinitely holy. and; wiſe, God, 
. elt for his e Even 
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ho 91 y knows what 1 48 be 
3 ceremonial law, though e 
gh | $6: Was very uſeful to ſepar 
..and Gentiles oc to dHiltinguiſh 
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to come, 
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ſubmitted to ſuch 4 ordinance as circum- 

"lm; to ſuch expenſive. acrifices, to conſectate to 
, God che kirtt truits of their ground, and the hr 
bort n.of their 1 Att to. redeem, thoſe. which 


; - = forbidden te to” be. facrificed, had they not be- 
| . heved theſe 7502 came from God, who would ſe- 


5 Verely puniſh the tranſgreſſion of. them, and, been 
-. . - Cye-witnelles to. the great . miracles. Ne. ht by 
Moles to:confirm the ame? Jo be ſure ch an 
© impatient, .quarr, lome,. Riffnecked, and rebel 
© hous people, as. the Jews were, woulc never have 
3 | mica to, theſe burdenſome cere 
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kee FO two Pg among lens, OY wen 
deſerve our ſerious conſideration. The firſt is, 
that Lev. XXV. 1. to the end, which ordained: the 
land ſhould reſt every ſeventh 1 year, though he per- 
mitted every one to eat that which it ſhould/pro- 
duce of itſelf, without labour, and forbid tbem 
at the ſame time to make any-proviſion for that 
| And tis remarkable the law e 
an- the fame thing as to the year of jubilee which was 
ich che next after the ſeventh Aabbatle year ; ſo at that 
od, Wl time the land reſted two years ſucceſſively.” The 
den ſecond law we remark, is that Which enjoins all. 
en- the males to appear in that place, here the ta. 
Ws bernacle- was to 'be, three times a-year, Exod. 
ty Kii. 14—18, viz. at the paſſover,-at Fentecoſt, 4 
24 and at the feaſt of tabernacles. Now, can it "Y 
imagined, that Moſes, who was a prudent learned 
Lhe man, and a great politician, Who loved the — - 95 1 I 
ine whom he governed tenderly, would appoint ſuch 
avc laws, if God: had not poſitively commanded him 
m- to do it? Is there any country in the world, how ) 
to fruitful. ſoever it be, though not half ſo mach - 
rit- peopled as anciently 10 Was, that would aer 
all the land to reſt every ſeventh year, and ſome- . 
be“ times for two years together? Is there any Mate 
ſe. encompaſſed on all hands with powerful, Wet, 
cen and implacable enemies, that would ſtrip naked 
by three es x year all their frontiers of all nde 
wales, from 20 years old to upwards of 50 of 60; * il 4 | 1 
bel- Surely there is not any ſovereign in the midit of 
ave enemies, as the Hraelites eee 8 0 
but Wl obſerve ſuch 2 condutt ; and therefore tis even 44 
[WW morally impoſſible, that Moſes hould'ever, think 
ire of makin fuch 295 wh would OY . 
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commonwealth, DH to the natural courſe 
Lues, unleſs God: had him an expreſs 
command to do fo; ed him, as he in- 
8 forms us, that in "the r e ſabbatic, 
the land ſhould produce a double or triple crop: 
- And during the time when men were abſent from 
| theirities, attending the worſhip of 'God, their 
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* fact they never did. 
5 . Jo confirm the thay? the books of Moſes, 
Tad: a third argument from their antiquity. The 
1 lives of the patriarchs before the flood of Noah, 
and alſo from his time to that of the children of 
Irael's going down to Egypt, made it practicable 


bor a few men to tranſmit the knowledge, of God 


to their poſterity for above two thouſand years: + 


- But When the age of man was ſhortened, in the 
days of Moſes *, to almoſt the Lame. period as at 
. _— it was neceflary that God's mind, for the 
© - government of his hr, ſhould be committed 
to writing, Moſes 
1 books, after he was called to the prophe- 
tie office, about the year from the creation Js; the 
world 2450. The book of Genefis contains 4 nar- 

rative of 2 1 ns years, without which we. ſhould 
— have been in e concerning all thoſe great 
_ events: — recorded; 
..of times before Moſes, yet all is divinely inſpired, 
ank therefore infallible. Moſes might have memoirs 
2 theſe periods of time from duch as did go before 
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aſſured of the truth'of the We Lo the Wonder. bh 4 
ful miracles he wrought, and the other proofs. „ 
2 divine miflion God gave him in their view. As 
for the reſt of Moſes s books," they are of ting 2 I 
done in chat age, of which themielves had bean 2 
witneſſes, a3 has been already demonſttated. Now 
chere is uo profane 5 8 7 extant, chat ien 15 
of, except ſome dübious fragments, but what) hs : 
[written after the deliverance of the es fi EX 7 1 
bylon; a thouſand years almoſt after Moſes's time * 4 | 
Herodote, whom. Circero calls the father of hi. 
tory, he being even at that time counted the _ 1 
„ancient biſtorian, Wrote: hut about the time „ N 3 4 a 
be Xerxes the Perlian's war againſt Greece, 150 es IN 
god before the birth of Gilt, 3480 years after the. 1 0 1 
as : Bl creation of the world. "Thutydites: and Nen 
the phon wrote ſeveral years after bim, ind continne 
his hiſtory.” There is no Egyptian, Chaldean, Fer-. A 
fan, nor Scythian hiſtory. extant + All the os. 1 | 
counts: we have of their affairs, are from the, | ! 
Greeks, As, as Javenal of gd; obſeryed; mere 1 
Roman 0 are yet "of. 4 later + no. uh a 
of them wrote but about the Aug uſtan age, near 
to the time our Redeemer was born, and many. = 
of them long after that. The books of Beroſus, 
0 who rote the Chaldean; Manetho, the 5 
ured, Hand Metaſtbenes, the Indian hiſtory; are All! 5 
and baſely counterfcited by Apnius. of: Viterbo: 

But chough they were cxrant, | they were but. 
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300 years . the vieth of Cit, TY hm 
"6 holy ſcriptures are by ſeveral hundred years 
"he b 1 8 5 in the world; ſo indeed 
we have no hiſtory that can be depended upon for 
3080 years, but what we have in theſe 8 writ 
- 10gs,/ as before proved *; and theſe ſcriptures be- 
- received as a divine revelation, carry great 
- evidence of their authority, the firſt revelation be. 
ing the criterion and rule of all that follow. God 
- would not ſuffer the ancienteſt books of religion 
in the world, to paſs. under the notion and ritle | 
of a revelation, without cauſing ſome diſcovery 
. 10 be made of the impoſture, if there were any 
in itz; much lefs. would he preſerve it by à par. 

* _ ticular and fignal providence for ſo many. ages, 
| Y #4 - and make it. retain its authority a inſt all the op- 
postion of devils and men. God id fGrſt eſtabliſn 
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Ss his own hab; to which mankind might ſtill have 
recourſe, and by Which, as 4 ſtandard all deluſions 
1 2 be tried. 5 
dor further conewing, n Akkating this 

_ argument, 1 ſhall take 3 little view of thoſe na- 
_ *tzons, who have. greateſt. pretences to antiquity, 
* _ and ſhow that. they are neither fo great, nor fo 
MN ell founded, 8 1 in a word, not to be com. 
3 Pere with thele of the Jews in the ſacred ſcrip- 
Particularly we ſhall confider the antiqui 
ties Cation, Phenicians, Chaldeans, Gre 
5 Clans, 5 Scytinans, and Chineſe,” , 
As tothe Phepicians, their only famous ancient 
hiſtorian we hear of, is ' Sanchontathon, but he is 
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F 1 che beginning of be cen 79 1 


tury, tranſlated him into "Greek, and Altered 


many Phenician names, to make them more a- 4 
able to the "oy of the Greeks, His frank , WO 


lation 18 alſo loſt. It ſeems to have been extant in 
the time of Euſcbius,, biſhop of Cefarea, for he has 
preſerved a few fr ents of it?; where we find 


Sanchoniathon received his information concern- 


ing. theſe affairs from Jerombaal, prieſt of the 


hd he dedicited” Nis Work "+6; Althbly F 3 A 
Ling of the Berytians. If "this Jerombaal be e 4 


fame with Gideon, who in ſcripture is called Je. 
rubbaal, he is ſtill 182 years ſhort of Moſes; but 
if Abibalus, to whom he dedicates his hiftory, be 
father to Hiram, cotemporary with Solomon, as 
ſeems more probable, then Sanchoniathon; oe 


be 480 years later than, Moſes, The fragments 5 1 


that are preſerved, are full of ſtrauge f 
luable for nothing but ſome account of the Phe. 


nictan idolatry, Which we ſhall take ſome notice ! 4 | | 


of in the 0 chapter of this effay. Tue learn- 
ed Dr. Cumberland, biſhop. of nos e in 


his Fhenician biſtory, inte in the year 1720, has. 


beſtowed pains on theſe fragments, here it appears 


the generations recorded by Sanchonisthon, M AY 


the genealogies of Moſes in the fifth and eleventh 


chapters of Geneſis agree. Upon the whole, nei- 1 [ 


ther is Sanchoniathon, if entire, to be = na 
with the authority or antiquity of the books. of 
Moſes; neither does he weaken his authority, * 
is rather ne {craps s borrowed from 85 ra 
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f i . * en Antiquities al 


"As to 2 1 antiquities, the were A 
e ſo unaccountably 1 to; oa that 25 
VWiſeſt action they did, was to conceal their relig. 5 
on, and the beſt office of their gods to hold ther Mil Bi 
Anger? in their mouths, and enjoin filenee to R 
_ "who came to worthip them: I thall, in the fol. 
lowing chapter, Gedore of their idolatry ; 2 Other 
. 3 - Heathens laughed at it; and tis 4 glaring prodf o. 
3 ' 8 of the degeneracy 2d apoltacy L 
1 man. wells was certainly an ancient The 
| - ne the evidence of their antiquity is in th 
. 5 1 Lac l {cripture. © The dynaſtics of. the reigns of 
B the gods and demi. gods Among . ac pl: in 
Gus. Thus far it may be granted, that Mit. 

bs - rain, the ſon of Cham, called by profane authors 
B F Menes, ſettled” among them, and was their fir 
Heuer Egypt in ſcripture is called the Jand 
of Ham his {ycceflors. were common "4 
. Pharaohs} as the firſt emperors of the 

- heres called Czlars. © Theſe Pharaohs 1 in in 
\ 8 r wor about 600 years; and after this, princes 
. 7 }f their own, till their kin dom was diflolved, and 

became a'prey to the Periians, Grecians, and, af. 

1 ter them, to the Romans ; ; arid: laft of all, to the 
5 Sie and Turks. But where 1 15 their ancient 
"oe 8 ſtory ?' As co Matetho, he is loſt; though he 
5 extanty no kredit can be given im. le Was 


1 age a hiſtory of the rere Dynaſties of pt, 
* 2 1 the begrmning he aſcribes do that Kingdom, 
8 the eg year of Artaxerxes Ochus“ EY + lince 
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was tub 0 en 5 He FRY TRY ook - 1 | 
to jt Pluladelphus-*.... Dr.. Stillingflect . Þ 
hee that the LXX interpreters tranſlated. the - : 4 ö 
meu Bible in che beginning of. Philadelphus's. reign; 4 1 1 | 
0 al chat Manetho and Beroſus wrote ſome. years atter* TN 
them; and that there might be ſome hiſtory. of © 
other nations, as well as 0 the Jews, depolited in 
the famous Alexandrian library. The world, as 
he alſo obſerves *, was en e e into greater 
, inquiſitiyeneſs pr knowledge, and. Providence 
the give the inquiſitive world a taſte of truth at 
4 5 preſent, to n their ſtomachs and prepare cpa... 
rl for 2 further diſcovery. of it «fd ug In oraler 
b %, the nation of the Jes, which was an- W I | 
"ol ed garden. before, was now-thrown open, 2 1 | 
many of its lights ſet in foreign countries; OY 1 
Allee only at Babylon, where, after their return, were 
2 left three famous ſchools of learning, Sera, Pom- 7 
mar beditha, and Neharda ; but in Egypt too, Where 
" WI multitudes of them, by. Alexander's favour, were - "0 
8 ſettled at Alexandria : From which fountains, - 4 
1 45 knowledge came to the reſt of the world; where. 
„the e God aud make way for the knowledge of 7 
me a to be further ee e by the Seipel. I 
We return to Manetho, how can he, a Writer of: 85 
i late # date, who had no Egyptian records before = 
Wn. him, be credited concerning . of 5253 7 
„en; pech ince,. as appears yncellus!; | | 
. <he took his hiſtory e e thelnd. ; 1 
* of Seriad, in n they were inſcribed in the un. 
pot Io al idler by TEIN 9 8 was: 
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2 tranſlated 8 M Gacred dialect 
into the Greek tongue, in hieroglyphic characters, 
and. are laid up in books 3 reveſtries of 
"of the Egyptian temple, by A hodzmon, the ſe⸗ 
WW Mercury, the father of Tat.“ Can any thing 
I 3 be liker a fable than this? How could theſe Pillars 
; Rand and be legible after the flood, which, over. 
threw all buildings and monuments? How could 
| . Manetho: tranſcribe” dynaſties for above "$0000 
1 years, from ſacred W of Thoth, who 
ved in the beginning of the firſt. dynaſty? Did 
be propheſy an entire hiſtory of ſo many Years.to 
1 How could this hiſtory be tranſcribed from 
© plyphic characters, which are not letters, but 
* A reſentations of things? How could it be writ- 
. 2 in any Y. tongue, When it was written in hiero- 
 glyphics? Where is this land of Seriad? Joſephus 
N 2 that learned and inquiſitive man, fays, 
He knows not how the ſecond Mercury, or Apa- 

-  thodzmon, could tranſlate this into Greek 2 
Hh * the Hood, when the Greck tongue was not 
then known, far leſs admitted into Egypt 
Though Manetho be loſt, his Dynaitics are pre- 
1 being epitomized by Julius Africanus, 
from kim tranſcribed by Euſebius, from him by 
Georgius Syncellus, and others. But how little 
L to de depended: upon, we have already ſeen. He- 
' "Fodote and Riodorus Siculus have ſome account 


by - that 8 WO TY might hee impoſe 
- upon. em, W no knowledge of the Egyp- 
an OO Om — have advanced ſeveral 
3 5 „„ 3 bontrarieties 
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2 Egyptian affairs, which. they learned from the 


"he Heathen Nations. 8 Tp 


ect ith ietics and inconſiſtencies, as our learned! 
ers, countryman, once my good friend, has made ap- 
of N pear“ In hort, though ſome great men have Þ 
: ſe made too much ndiſe concerning Egyptian anti- 
ing I quities, pet what have we from them, but bare 1 
lars W names kings, and many of theſe fabulous, and 
ver- ſome vaſt pyramids and labyrinths tranſmitted to 1 
| poſterity?” The Egyprians had no records, no do-- | 
cuments of any true hiſtory, but thought 3 it eaſy. — 
to — 9 25 the 0 dye any fabulous narration. 9 


Ic bene be eder 1 ſhall 1 


A to 25 Chaldea 
add ſome things concernir tian ;) Be- 
roſus, 57805 as ban 1 aut 7 bo rats een, 
tu Was a onian, a pen O ſupiter 
— = of lived in the age of Alexander the — 8 7 
and dedicated three books of Chaldean hiſtory to 
Antiochus the third after Alexander, who muſt be. 3 
Antiochus Throſ;” and ſo wrote much- about tbe 
ſame time with Manetho. His book is 10ſt, 'only. } 
ſome: fragments of it are preſeryed by Joſephus), 4 
and Euſebius*. | Divine Providence has tranſmit- $2 I 
ted to us the books of. cred ſcripture pure and 9 ; 
entire; but as to theſe books of Sanchoniathon the {| 
Phoenician; Manetho the Egyptian, and Beroſus 
the Chaldean, they are all mangled and loſt :' and 
though they had been extant, Were not of ſo great. | 
antiquity, authority, nor uſe. Io retu rn, Bero- - q 
ſus rivalled the Egyptians with antiquities of vaſt. . 
extent; for Cicero tells uss, The Chaldeans, - 
pretended o N ve CAT . 8, 
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- In "og or vanity ; NT oo Te, and are | 
= afraid of the 9 9 2 900 1 
F for they "no. cer. 
tain records, knew nothing of the origin of the 
_ world, and therefore imagined what they pleaſed. 
E 9 thoſe vain conteſts 8 the Chal- 

ns, Scythians, tans, and Ethiopians, con- 
-. cerning the pin 7 of their ſeveral nations, 
where none of them inſiſt upon records, but upon 
- probabilities, ariſing from the nature of 
their country, and the climate they lived under. 
_ Juſtin, from Trogus, ſays*, < The Egyptians be. 
„ theſe arguments; the Scythians ap- 
red to be the more ancient ae Had they 
Ad any records, Plammiticus would not have been 
- otic to that ridiculous way of deciding the con · 
—_ by his two infants, bred up by 2 ſhep- 
herd, without converſe with men; conel 5 
_ that the language they ſpoke firſt; would manife! | 
the great antiquity, of t at nation it belonged to. 


ER EE NTFS ts! 


„ the word they firſt ut being Kr 
Bau, and 5 ifying bread, in the Phrygian 10 
tongue, theſe Phrygians were eee older-than Wl *Y 
the Egyptians', Ether Herodote, who tells this ne 
: ſtory „Was deceived; or the Egyptians yielded their ne 
— ule veryealily; For tis more than probable the m 
_ infants had ſpoken 1 none at all, had e not learn- | 
. ed rhe inarticulate voice of x s-they had more WW << 
- converſe with, than men. The i of this . m 
1 declares they bad no annals nor hiſtory WY 
= 9 1 * in 2 times; 5 elle il © 
$a in . 8 ” 5 eee a. e 


ander s paſling into Aſia, of about 2 300 years. 5 


| not above 300 years. 


"the Heathen + 


3 theſe, rather than. to. o fack. 
2 means of probation. 


Moreover, the Egyptiansand Chaldeans had! _ 
as of chronology, no diſtinct periods of ti =o, 
not ſo much as a fixed account of their year, u 
lunar years; ſometimes taking three Or * 
months, and ſometimes one month for 4 1 
Diodorus Siculus, who travelled into Egypt, and 


ment, who. built a city in Egypt; called by his n 


1 25 e leſs than 23 oo Alien 
us, © The E e rea ad ua 
tation from the g eee of the Sun, to 


Moreover, in their fables tis ſaid, The moſt anci- 
ent of the gods did reign 1200, but the later ones 


ears exceeds all credit; ſome are not afraid to af- - 


the modn... Therefore, when the year was of thir- 
ty days, ſome might live a thouſand years; ſince 
now, when the year: conſiſts of twelve: « box "il 


complete in 
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Ss writes zt large concerning their | affairs, fays*, Ss. 4 
That from Oſiris and I6is-to Alexander's overn- | 


are numbered by iome 10000 0' years, or, as. 1 


w ſince that number . 


that of old the motion of the ſun not 1 
known, the year was:defcribed by the circuit of | 


not a fe- 8 an hundred years. ks 1 1 | 
may be. ſaid of thoſe who. are reported to have 
reigned 300 Frans for in their time the year was 
months, the ſolar year having as 
many months 1 in its ſeaſons, ſpring, ſummer, and 
winter Indeed the year was ſcarce well fixed 
* e in ans FOI 88808 — e 9 
„„ 0 : 6 4 


. 4 qui * 


0. n Gr, But of all 9 Ae 2 ch 
uncertain of the Egyptian year. If four months MW Cac 
he a ſhort year, one ſunar month is ſtill ſhorter ; 


5 et we are affured by authors of good credit, that 
in Fgypt one month was counted a year, Varro, 
7 _ cited by Lactantius * gives this account. of the 


. 


reat age of tome. men in ancient times, who are 
uppoſed to haye lived a thouſand years, “ That 
among the Egyptians, a month is eſteemed a year; 
chat the circuit of the fun; through the twelve 
OO does not conſtitute their year; but the moon 
- -performin her courſe in thirty days. Plutarch 
_ tays*, „ That the Egyptians had at firſt but one 
- BN" which afterwards they divided into four, 
. to the ſeaſons of the year, This ſeems 
to he the reaſon why they n — 1 0 a num. 
ber of years, becauſe hey count thefezmonths in- 
| Read of years.” According to this computation, 
_ the Egyptian Dynaſties may be reduced to ſome 
_ nearer proportion to truth, of which Dr. Stilling- 
Leet, makes a calculation?.”” But among ſuch a 
_ confuſed heap of uncertainties, Thumbly conceive 
s difficult*to find truth. We mut 8⁰ to the 
| fandard of the word of God for it!” 
Now! proceed to take a little vie w of the Greek 
3 antiquities. Thou, h the Romans, and moſt of 
the Heathen world received their learning 
- Bis yet the Greeks themſelves have no ad 
to boalt of any great antiquity. cht agreed hoth 
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ths cams, fon of Agenor,, king of Petz, who: | 
ter; I went to Beotia, and built Thebes, or at leaſt the Þ 
that ll caſtle called Cadmea, was: the firſt who. brought "> 
rro, MM letters into Greece. Herodote ſays particularly*, NY 
the . That there were no letters in Greece, in his opi- - i 
A nion, till Cadmus brought them, and' that three _ 
old inſcriptions were extant, in his time, in Pha- 
nician letters. Now letters were known among 4 
| the Jews long before this time. Mofes makes ule © 1 
| of them as te known in his days. Job. 
appears by his long life, to have been before Mo. 
25 yet his book is written in the ſame characters, { A 
He wiſhes*, Oh that my words were now toritten, that 
they were printed i in a book; Lis highly 8 „ 
this noble art was before the flood, or given by 
God to his church ſoon after it. To diſcover e 
novelty of the. Greek learning, the queſtion i 18, 
when Cadmus lived, who firſt brought letters in- 
to Greece. Now: the Greeks have not any thing 
of: "greater antiquity than the wars of Troy; and 
I own tis not eafy peremptorily to fix the time,” 
t when things were done in that fabulous age: but 
"IS I conceive the opinion of the learned Tha, 
eek biſhep of. 3 3 who flourithed 1 in the lecond 
t of WW century, probable*, |< That the Trojan war was 
om about the time, when Solomon built the tmp 
and WO at Jeruſalem.” Our countryman, Mr. 9 . 
oth Ml fays*; . Perhaps the wars of ! roy were later than 
that Rehoboam's days: z For Appian in Libyc. ſays, Di- 
ws, do (I think tis the Phcenicians, Zorus and Char- bo 
+ | 1 ne ns ite 50 9 7 5 before the wars of 


8 * 7686, reed wre £2 N ante of of the SY * 1 


Troy. Vo Ga darthag ea, Ol n 
E Chriſt ; fo that by.this account of * roy 
has bean deſtrgyed 800 years before Chriſt, 30 

Fears n 9 the: firſt Olympiad, about 50 

" years. before Rome was built, namely, about the 

ninth year of Uzziali, or Azariah Ming e Judah, Wc" 

the 1128 from Rehobdam; to which may be ac- 
$ commodated. Diodorus, placing the dedkrudtion of 

Troy in the fifth king's reign, 38 J take it, after 

. Solofirin, ;viz-inthe reign of Proteus is all one 

to our point which of theſe opinions be embraced. 
But if Cadmns about this time brought letters in- 


Wc Greece, their learning can be of no great anti- 
 quity.. How: can the Greeks give account of an- 
_ cient times, when they had not ſo much as learn- 
ed 5 when the 8 8 5 was ons to its en. 
dicke > 52 5 | Woe, x SLE Sh 
Tes, long Le Og even acted firſt en, 
2 the e of the Greeks were accounted fabu- 
| lous; they had not learned to ſpeak truth when 
the world was above 3000 years old. Beſides 
hat teſtimonies. 1 have above adduced to prove 
this , 1 ſhall add that of Euſebius, who, from 
| - Julius Africanus: : aflures uss, There is nothing no 
accurately Written in hiffory by the "Greeks Wes 
beſore the Olympiads; all things which are faid ns 
S to have happened before that time, are ſo confuſ- et 
| ed, incoherent. and inconſiſtent. Though Euſe- ur 
bis and Africanus thus ſpeak, they had ſeen many 

. Greek: hiſtorians, which are now loſt. If welo 
into the Greek hiſtorians among the P. 

5 than ag this, further e and 
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to this, He! toldtheni, Hi kingdom. wer; nat of thi 
© world; not temporal, but ſpiritual. Pg Was 


{ay 
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new! gong dete eee e N acer, 
im. Jof, he preached to proſperity hich repentance 
and ſelf-denial,; and his Apoſtles followed his ex- 
ample. : aut, An impoſture muſt always have 

wieked men for the authors of it: For thus to. 
impoſe upon tnankind.7 is the worſt of cheats; 
t vr pam a falſe | religi 10 on them, is the higheR 3 in- 
gion juſtice, 7 ouring to:G0d,; and — 
» the WW to man. Ars Tock. 4 conſummate piece of ini- 
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vac nine was fur a one, we have formerly {cen in n 
+. the the Riſtory of his life“: But who ever charge: 5 | 
rors Ml Chriſt or his Apoſtles wich any ching like 3 
any Not Celſus, nor Porpbyry,. nor julian, or any 
ever] other of the Heathens or Jews, the bittereſt ene - 
rtingl mies to Chriſtianity ; which they would not fpare 
- wall to haye dons, could they have found ſuch an * 
n; the cuſatton. It ;cannot be laid, ee eee 
e de. have that knowledge of their lives and actions, as 
ved was Gatfiaient to difcern their faults and miſcar. 
hen nages. Though act 
Mel a remote part of Arabia, among a peo — 
vaſt defarts were in a manner cut off. from con- 
verſe with the reſt, of mankind, and had none to 
be witneſſes but . thoſe who embraced his for- 
gery; yet this could not. conceal his faults and 
wickedneſſes. | But Chriſtianity had not its birth 1 
in ſuch an obſcure e nor 4 our Lord al 
| ID 8 e amen — 4 i 
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F - his! Apoſtles taught, wWe ſhould have enough of 
" yet. their bittereſt enemies; for ſeveral cen- 


3 


Ae ſuch à place, could they have found any 


Wiel edneſs and the intereſt they drove at, muſt 


5 i Divine 45 1 * 5 
"Hg — che world? at Jeruſalem OR 

not on that age, when that nation Was ſeparate 
from others, dut when they had mingled with 
Ae nations, and were forced to admit other 
nations to mingle with them, by being made a | 
province of the Roman empire, which brought | 
_ Jalhers: and merchants of other: countries; and 
any who pleaſed to refide/amony them, To be 


to caſt a blot on the religion our Lord and 


turics, could not find any thing of this nature, as Fee 
we ſhall hear in the eg hiſtory. 30%, If ors 
- Chrilf or his Apoſtles had been wicked. perions, 
_ thus! poſe upon us 2 falſe religion, their W guy 


have OT in the. contexture of the religion Il ;; 
_ itſelf; and the books. in Which tis 1 8 2 Gr 
would haves proved this againſt them, as the Al. Wl Try 
coran doth againſt Mahomet; every chapter of me 
_ which almaſt yields manifeſt proofs of the wicked Wt of 
aflections of the man, breathing rapine, bloodſhed, vote 
and luſt, and the ſelf-intereſt he drove at for gra- Ie 
. of them. But we challenge all the ene - mu 
mies of gut faith, to uſe their utmoſt; Krill to in 
make the leaſt diſcovery of theſe; or any thing 10 
i them in the bogks of the \New: Teſtament. I bla 
They have already gone through the ſcrutiny of Wl yt 
_ ages, and all manner + adverſaries,” and WW wh 
none bave been able to tax them herewith: But ett 
on the-cantrary, theif whole deſign is to with- ks 
2 our hearts from the preſent world, and fix I 18 
m on N * which 1 1 to come; and 1 do W 7H 
* , dot 
4 b 1 1 
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a; bt ieee fighting, bloc ſhed ne oo '--+ 
rate I as the Alcoran'; but enjoin mortification, _ 9 
vith tance,” and feh- Genial, to abſtain from all evi in 
ther thou ght, word, and action; to abandon es po! — 70 ; 1 
le 41 r of this world; to live ſoberly, _ 4 
ht | oully, and holy; to endure tribulations, afflic- A 
and tions, and perſecutions, Shieh ſhall attend the Gi. 
ve ciples 'of. it: that We may be happy in the 1 
A} enjoyment © of God. AS our portio e l obo 4 
and ah | glorious'and” Vlefſed hereafter." e 1 
* The next mark of an poſture, es that” i 
_ it 3 unayoidably contain in itſelf ſeveral pal- Ni 
* kane Falfities, "whereby may be made appear the 
31 all the reſt? For whoever invents all, - 
can never 290 it 10 peter th and knowin ly, but 
; 10 Mill there muſt” be ſome or other left in it, 
un en will expoſe it to a diſcovery, By this Wie di. 
— tinguith ſuppoſitious authors from thoſe which are 1 4 1 
Sd, genuine, and fabulouswriters from true hiſtorians. 
ol f we examine 1 Alectan of Mahomet by hls. 
be more plainly convict 
hood, than that muſt be: by: it: ar en KE 


1 % 


3 Teller to be of vine ahtrip; yer in 45 
* multitude of inſtances he differs from boch, ver 15 
to Wl in matrers of et and Hiſtery, Which if once 8 
ung Wl mult eyerinore he the fame; as by a very gtoſs 
ar blunder, KAlcoran, chap. z. he makes tie lain 
f Mary, the mother bf our Saviour, tö be che ſame 
2 With Miriam, the fiſter of Moſes; 'beſides many 
3 othet immoralities in that, hook, to give way D 
oo his luſt, as has been before obſerved.” But there 
a 3 is is nothing in the New Teſtament of that nature: 
2508 Pte ee the world, 
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| An impoſture can hever be Label 
1 3 and violence; for the ſearch of che 
inquiſitine would tall find. it gut. 170 Aon] 
eee forbad all diſputes about 
et n war all that e ue 
Redeemer, * 
ae, ae 196 | 


q ae 
e Neither did he. nor bis 
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3 be — yet. we ſhall add, chat the 
hiſtory of the New Teſtament is confirmed b oy by the 


ſaries,” Jews and. ee 
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s of addy 198 was a e ae 3 ata „ 
h of received the truth, and had many, both of _—_ 
r of Nis ag fen followers. This Was Chriſt; who, 


noted by Pilate. * Nevertheleſs, they who. from 

"the! the firſt loved him, did.not ceaſe to do Io: ler he 
cared to them again alive on the third day, as 

he + 105 . had foretold this and apy 

9 bens, concerning him; and to this time 

F Chriſtians, named | him, do m 

| ſore controvert this | Place, 


AS . ä 


ght. is to be found in all the copies of Joſephus, whe- 
or (© ther print ar manuſcript, It is 9 by the an- 
anſt W cient eccleſiaſtic writers of beſt 1 4h as Fuſeblus*, 

ned Jerom®?, Iſidorus Pelufiota i, Sozomen*, Georgius 
path Cedrenus :Nicephorus*, and Suidas *. | Neither 
ni is at probable; that ſo diligent an hiſtorian in all 
the affairs of the Jews, would be ſilent concernin 

our Lord Jeſus; who 


g, life, and deat 


ly, but gained ſo many diſciples over che me 
world. Who 8 conceive that Joſephus mould 
think John the Baptiſt, and James the brothet of 
dur Lord, worthy of fuch clogiesas he Fred them, 
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OR ng, accuſed by the princes. of our nation, Was L fl 


not. genvine, Lee no reaſon to queſtion it, Ane * | 1 | 


made ſo great revolutions, not in that nation öl. 
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= nn that he fled into Egypt, i is owned by. Celfus *, 


born in Bethlehem, is confirmed y the tables! of 
C _ the Romans, where the public taxes" were record. 

| . ed; to Which Juſtin Martyr in his ſecond ape 
ap g and Tertullian in lig apology and books 


; "of appeal; which they would not have done, if 
* theſe: 144 not then been extant. That à bew ſtar 


1 125 came to bim, Julian does” not deny; but en- 
| _ " deavours to accommodate the riling of the Rar to 
natural cauſes*. The dreadful crüelt) of Herod 

3 in murdering the infants; is owned by Macrobius, 


CC 4 at the emperor faid, 7 He would rather be He- 
1 s hog. than his ſon > he miracles Which Je- 
| Tus, did, che declared enemies of the Chriſtians, 
eden 'Celfas and Julian never durſt deny. "Juban 
|  fays exprefily, « Jefus who lived about 300 years 


8 Jane and the vlind; and adjured” devils at Beth. 
Fe e. and Be hay But fe 18 who commanded 
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208 Ueda born in a Mitte" ity of 1. g 


That: our | 
a, of a poor woman eſpouſed to à tarpenter, 


an inyeterate enemy to Chriſtianity: That he was 


10. 
72 
Sainſt Marcion, as does Chryſoltom and others, 


appeared at his Virth, that wiſe men out of the 


when he writes of the jeltsof Auguſtus, he tells us 


ago, did no memorable act, but that he cured the 


- unclean Di Jake en the, ſea; who did 
alt out devils, arid; as you fay, made the Heaven 
and the earth; though none of his diſciples durſt 
oy 05, 25 Kc. This3 18 5 ample: A (confeſſion AS WE can 
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ofthe d New Tj . 


1 lo luck an adv rhryc I my Tos ind © 1 
wrote the Talmud, were avowed enemies to our. 4 
Redeemer, vet there they own the truth of his 
miraces*. Porphyry, another declared adverſary, | 
as cited by Luſebius, fays*, * AEſculapius and the | 
reſt of the gods have withdrawn their converſe - | 
with men; for fince Jeſus began to he worſhipped; | 
no man has received any:-public help or benefit, by 4 1 
the gods.” Tacitus owns the truth of our Lord's 4 1 
death, ſaying. „The author of this religion was. 
Chriſt, who in the reign of Tiberius, Was put to. 
ar Pontius Pilate, the procurator of Judea 3 1 
hereby, thou gh this deteſtable ſuperſtition was 
5 5 for the preſent, yet did it break out * 4 '} 
gain, not only 1 in . auer the fountain of the wil. 
chief, but in the very city of Roms itſelf, Where 
. ee is wicked ànd zameful, meets together, — 
and is greatiy advanced into reputation *.” "The "| 
wonderful darkening of the ſun at our Lord” zdeath, 
and earthquake, is 9 b yPhilegon, ham Eu- _ 
ſebius calls an excellent computer ofthe Olymp fads, 7 218 
und that he wrote in the 202d Olympiad. wy He = 
lays z, (Then was a great and 5 1 Th 4 z 9 4 | 
yond: any that eyer happened.” The day at the fixth i 
our was ſo far turned into dark ni ht, that "= 
ſtars appeared, and that an earthqu feet in Bithy- 
nia overthrew ; many houſes in tlie city of Nee b 
Now, this darkening of the ſun Seren by. Rhe. Fl 
| gon, and that in the holy y cvangelilts, at Our Lord's {ti 4 | 
death, are one. and the bi, for bothi are. 
os fams * ar, Wee Hinge 25 of. 1 derius; the fame | 
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5 emperor Was very much. move 


ons Encellency 


ur, vi. the: Fah hour of the day'3 * 
thduake made. more memorable 
8 ertullian, when. pleading: the cauſe of one: | 


G againſt the Heathen, 3 
public tables and records as 


Lucianus of Antioch, che n 
Wn of. Nicomedia, before: the prefident. of ihe | 
city: Con fays he, Jour annals, andi you 


„bd that 1 f e of Pilate, while. Chrif: 


fete in the middle of the day, the fun did diſ- 
„ and chaſe away the d A is allo ob- 


> crvable, What is reported in the hiſtory of China, 
. written by Hadrianus Grellonius',, that the Chi- 
neſe remark, That at the ſame time we ct 
lang compute "Chriſt ſuffered in the month. of 
pril, an extraordinary. eclipſe, beyond the — at 
_ - lawandobſeryations of the motions of the planets, 
chen happened; at which event R he 
Other teſti- 


7 n the truth and , progreſs;, of 

1 0 NN. N have in the "following 

8 0 W bat has been advanced 

proves tharthe ey of many matters of fact in 

n New Teſtament, is confirmed bythe. tellimo- 

of adverſancs, Jews and Heathets, who 5 

In, 175 lame age Wh. rein theſe thing ne 

0 N „ 
eh laſs place, as ts religion is 

_ . certain, 0 it is mol xecllent... Theſe two go 


8 in hand i. and therefore all that has 
er, to to demonltae the truth 
: oves Ng 5 


one conſent, that Jefanis fn Meflias, hat ch 


2 . in "hed Spin, 'Phei gl 


verſion of: finnet 
it by his life, death, reſurrection, and manifeſts. | 


that the Chriſtian religion is well calculated: 1b. 
eye us of oun fears, to comfort us under po 
tions, to make us humble under ahundance, to 
; . 2 us under p 


| ruptions, pardon our guilt;-and: ſupply: 
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of Ti ic. © The-religion/ which be has tapghr 
e ophets, wlio declare with 


belie eth in Bim, call receive remi/ſion- of fins'% © 
confirmed: hy a. conſtant ſucceſſion. of reflmonies, 
0 one of them more clear and con vincing than 


anotfler: By John the Baptiſt a perſon foretold in 


theOld Teſtament, who ſealed hiviteſtimapy with 


his. blood under the 


and cannot be Lulpaſted | 


to: be biaſſed by- compliance or intereſt; by the q 
toſtimiony: of the apoſtles 


- who-ratified their d 
trine hy the Tn ſufferings they endured; e 
ur retord in heawen, 196 Raban, 

rious JERovan | 

by a voice from Heaven, Fir ie: my 


confirmed it 


beloved Jon, in ⁊ubuum Tam well pleaſed, hear: n, 
This was uttered audi p- 
| tiſm,” "and/-apain-T 
be Holy "Ghoſt confirms it, by accompan 


bly at our Redeemer's ba 
ed! at his transſigurati 


the goſpel with power, in the conviction and con- 


eee the 8 on of God confirms © 


tions. The ** conſciences of men db teſt 


* diſtreſſes, croſſes and 
fy -our natutes, Jubdue- aur cor- 
all our ne- 
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| 4 * to confirm our religion 
render che truth thereof paſt diſpute; as the ruin 
1 of the four monarchies, who in Wett turns afflict. 


* 7 C 


"is ence ot E Bae, 


3 ihe - as is already made nk J 
Why do the 'Jews.{0 readily hearken to impoſtors, 
1 2 pretending to be the 'Meflias; but becauſe 
tte time of the coming of the true Meſſias is al- 
ready paſt? The wiſdom of God: has: thought fit 
by à ſeries of events, that 1 


eld and oppreſſed the church of God, whoſe Power 
uu brghen; that the Ga A heaven may "Jet-up 1 
Eingdom of gur Redeemer, which ſhall never be defiro 


Wy ate, and the deſolation of the holy land, 
foretold by Daniel *, was in order that the Chriſ⸗ 
tian church may be: eſtabliſhed; and the 'Gentiles 


| converted, and was attended avith ſuch'remark- 


able circumſtances, as prove it to be the work 
1 God. Other religions invented by. men, are 
1 and unreaſonable, as has been above demon- 
1 and. ſhall be in the progreſs of this treatiſe. 


ther religions cover themſelves with myſterious 


__ affected darkneſs; but the rules of our 
"= y religion, are open to every body in the book 


06 God, the {criptures oſ the Old and New. Teſta- 


ment; they need not be covered with ſilence, dif- 
Amiden, or, any diſguiſe. The Heathen phi 
ſophers mocked at the ſuperſtition of the p 

and the people 
the philoſophers... But the Chriſtian Ss | is 1. 
_ usfying; and; edifxing 
4 ſublime to the higheſt 


ſpeculation of the learn- 
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25 ihe brd n Re 


a ci the leaſt degree of aſeneſs. | 
religions are ſenſual and brutiſh. The Heathins - 
repreſented their gods in bodily ſhape, they ſerved 
them with theatrical ſhews, bloody diverſions of. 

tors, immodeſt profane games; yea, ini N 1 
ny places they offered to them inhuman — 9 - 
human victims. The. prieſts of Baal cut N 
ſelves with knives and eg the Samaritans and. 
Jews diſputed: with fury, if God ſhould be wor- | 
ſhipped: at Jeruſalem, or at the | 
The ! | 


2 e at Gerizzim. 
Mahometans worſhip towards Mecca, receige 
W. che law of | vicious impoſtor;; their religion 4 9 fl 
id, I teaches them only ſenſual rewards and Pain. 9 
if. ments, and is advanced by violence aud oppreſſion. 
les But Chriſtianity teaches, that Gad is a Spirit, to be 
ck. wor ſhipped in ſpirit aud truth; that abe ſhould: have _ 
rk I charity taward all men, wil be fruigful in quod works.” 10 f 
are Other religions debafe God, and elevate men. 
on. The Heathens made theit deities monſtrous ;; und 
iſe, WW their great men, who were monſters in wicked. 
dus neſa, they made gots. They worſhipped birds. 1 
ur beaſts, and ereeping things, ſerving the creature. 4 | a 3 
more than the Creator. But our holy religion” 1 | 
2 dut our God to be an infmite, independent, 
piritual, and eternal Bein who made the world, 1 
Kay all that. therein is; all we have, we receive 
from him, and we cannot render any 1 i 
ſervice. to him, without his grace and 1 
This humbles all fleſh, and exalts divine grade. 9 
Secondly,. The Chriſtian religion is of: great ha 2 
vantage to ſaciety: ĩt Arengthens- government”. - ."N 
and ciyib ſociety among commar 1 NR 
abey our ſuperiors, 70 rentler to Ceſar, the things that 
are COM” 1 ads 10 Cad, 1 WERE are N This 8 1 8 | 
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ed, and many wee diſorders; a 88, 
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2 - gran mn; the EE NG! of; Chriſtianity, 
_ night. be 'remaves reformed, and the riſing 
;  genoratibni made: e in church and ſtate. 
The ten ah. there is ſd little of his, is, Hhenauſe 
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len, n, appears from t nu N its 
15 e plain and obvious deſign thereof, is to * 
1: to: fl fy God, to ſubdue aur corruptions, to teach us 
„ao live ſoberly, righteoully, and holily, to main- 
tic Wl tain love and charity among men, to bring Ind - 
zoly: wood works, acceptable to God through Jeſus 
Oey ſo as to attain eternal happineſs when time 
ſhall be no more. Now it is evident this cannot 
be the aim of: Satan, à wicked and n malicious iÞi- 
68803 the enemy of mankind. Nor can it be de- 
ee corrupt nature, which only ſecks to 
of. the fleſh... Nor cam it be - 


that promotes ſuch holy ends, muſt deſcend from 
the God of me ee — will mer e 
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Mute ty = by. carnal. policy; EP 4g may reſtrain us 751 4 | 
from thoſe enormities puniſtmble, by men, but lk . 
neyer reform our hearts, nor binder the inward 10 +0 9 1 | 
inclinations of the mind to ſin. This religion en 


ations, hating 1 "0 
- ing. the .cliorts of tyrants, ſubmitting willingly "I 
700 the croſs of. Obriſt; a. zunknotum, and yet well '' 
1 and behold we. 1 as chaftened, 1 
d,; ar forrowful, yet always rejoicing”: Þ 

7 oe | Alford not Po ar, who 1 is is — 
have kept the fame, ſentiments... The 1 
of the Greeks, 5 and LS 4 
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ophecies 1 in ſcripture, tend to Thea win this 
gn. The book of God is not filled with t 

| Rela "and curious Arts; "OWL: is to 
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BN A reeds all the neceflities and miſeries of 
mw Hable to condemnation.. It diſcovers our: Redeem- 
er, who has made fatisfaction to divine juſtice, and 

el that puniſhment which was due to us by 

fin. If we accept of what he has done in our room, 
we Hall be abſolved: from the gui of fin And 
7 our nature de corrupt, bent upon fin and 
Wickedneſs; yet he fanctifes and purittes us by 
grace, and the influences of his Holy Spirit; gives 
MRrength to oppoſe indwelling in, to fight it 2. 


dies and to "9 6 to the end.” He eures Our 
Ns _ maladies,. os Wes. us in our diſtreſſes, and perfect 
A or of. grace in us, beyond What — 0 
. or precepts of morality: can do. 1 
Sinh, Our holy. religion declares 0 glory 
0 of God as our independent Sovereign, the in 


| FIT manifeſts his: wiſdom and power 
creatin che world out of nothing: That he lutte 
15 5 ders ng by his providence, and diſpoſes eve- 

ty thing for good to bis people” Here we have 
the glorious diſplays of everlaſting redeeming love. 
" God jo loved the world; that be gute bir only begotten 
, that N WR in ho 1 870 not 2 
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er, from which we receive grace, and more graces ' | 
of divine faithfulneſs, in performing his promiſes, - 1 
of mercy extended. ts our milery ; aud patience Þ 
to Wait on our. repenting. We ate directed ... 
ther ue tat or drink, or whatever ve do, 40 do all fo 675 
Ide gu 'of God; to pray always that his me 
may be ſanctiſied; that his -ei//.may-be dune in Part] + 
ar in heaven." 5 And at the ſame time we are con⸗ 
oe happineſs. by believing i in the N 
deemer, Abr jeting to hes will of God Ne: - AF 

m, nurmuring? ſetting our. affections on things . 
ind WM bove, that we may enjoy God in this life; and þ 
and. BY may be admitted to e ha 4 5 on heaven '$ = 
by WW in the life to' come. - ) 
Wes _ Seventhly, The excellency of the Cbriſtian "= & 
gion Thines in the purity of its . The fiti —_— 
neſs of its morals, and the myſterious obſcurity of... 7 
ſome of its doctrines, are means in the ay * 
God to enlighten our minds, and hide pride from 
our eyes; to repleniſh our ſouls with good prin- 


ee Without flattering our luſts ;.to . 
ory our manners, and humble our corruptions. We 


cannot reflect on the characters of theſe morals, - 
without bein ed to acknowledge they come 
from God. x form rt; they not only ſubdue dur 
luſts, but are'a paradox to our reaſon, as MM { 3 
are the poor in ſpirit ; bleſſed are they. that mourn ; blef- _ 3 
ed are ye when men hall revile you; and perſecute ons 
and {wag fa 78 manner 25 evi 2 ou TER „ 
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FF 
2 we pit, and eee . e and bo 
— glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 
Ihe moral -paradoxes of Heathen y hiloſophers, 
N ine to theſe. 2d, the Chriſtian mo- 
I #4 ds Mortify and ſubdue our corruptions, ſeltlove, 
„ "= the pleaſures of the fleſh,” Pride and vain. 
{ gary are buried and hid from the Chriſtian eyes: 
5 1 Rat be angry at du brother without a cauſe ; 
dur Hate aur neighbour in our. heart ; nor. ſay 10 him, 
. -, Thou Fool; ; Nar took on a woman to luſt „„ TW: 
© ma deny aur ſelves, Take up our — and Jaw Chriſt, 
ar: We cannot. be bis diſciples *. we mutt abandon 
|. - beloved ins: were they as near or dear to us 
8 * a big, we muſt pluck them out or as @ right- 
Dau, we mult ein them F.. Certainly; our bleſ- 

_ fed Lord- who ou theſe fublime and neceſſary 
* precepts; is @ teacher ſent from "God. 340 4 
dee principles of che Chriſtian morals goon the 
1 oat of humility, © « that we-muſt be meek and low. 
3 „PGO in ſpirit ; ke little children; wiſe 
1 rpents, harmleGasdoves.”. 4thly, They are com. 
 preliendedin very few words ; as; to * love God 
With all our heat; and our neighbour as ourſelves.” 
|... - a e cannot perform this, but by the aſſiſtance 
- At divine grace 3 nar taſte of all the fweet advan- 
©: 5 ges ; of religion 1 in the full extent, i in this im 
mate; But we may have ſuch a prelibation and 
54 f wy | retaſte of its excellency, in the Nerf of mind, 
eie of conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, affur 
| -ance of our intereſt in the love .of God, hearing 
1 1 f ayer, — * divine your, deli. 
' 1 5 Foot 5 N 5 of : f 8 Verance 
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n 1 doubts: — We PAINE als 
treſſes, and charming views of the love of brit, 
a8 may endear.a religious life, commend 8 
of God, ſtrengthen us for his ſervice, and mae us 
for thoſe eternal "wait ES INNS Are At Goes | 


pos 5 * 8 MK. 


19 ner es 

ſon; 5 = iy are N ay 72 Ka not poo, mor r 
heard, nor can it enter into the heart of man . 0 1 | 
conceive. . Great is the myſtery,ot godlinels, Go i [ 
manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen „ = 
believed on in the world, and received up 
into glory”. Bags : They are not like the fables and re. 
ts, which. wicked minds 3 1 
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veries of the poe 
| received, even whey reaſon condemned them 
creation. of the world by God Almighty, che re- 
demption of mankind by the miniltry of the. Me- . ; 
diator, the expiatory facrifice of Chriſt, the com. 
munion. of. faints, the remiſſion. of fins, the . 
rection of the dead, and life everlaſting, are truths -. 
majeſtic and realonable, having. nothing in them - 
that. is abſurd to a mind that is not blinded Wh - 
proj qudice or infidelity... If there can be any 2 
in cheſe, or. other truths, which we cannot cally 28 
om rehend, while our ſoul is darkened with * 2 ö | 
in this 1mpe erfect ſtate; let it be conſidered, had - 
we ne in a ſtate of innocence, we had be _— 
under no e OL; and when we are Ad. 9 1 
all und e them clear- = 
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of our holy Chriſtian religion; Which 
dus providence, does protect, 
d making. Satan's kin 

e lightning. But before 1 
, overthrow: of eatheniſd idola- - 


the great dae idola- 
e the i incarnation of our Re- 
EE er-to- this, we muſt 
bk: 1 the fall * our arlt parents. 
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to the tree of 
made himſelf 1 
blindneſs, jonor nc ©, | luperſtion, and 4 1 1 
did ereep in upon 1 
in, and his wicked race, di ITY. the . * 
defection ſtill further: He went ont from the 3 4 
ibe Lord e. And, tis probable he, or his off. 
ietics ſeparate from th 1 


ſpring, did ſet up ſoc iE . | 
ch continued in the race of Set we 
aps of l in che An- 
rn 
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| fderable progreſs, eſpecially after the vain. Lair pt 
_ of building che tower of Pabel, and the confu-. 
bon of languages, which God inflicted on that 
3 _ wicked age for their ſin. This confuſion happen 
"ed about the. one-hundred- and ſecond year after 
"np flood. The Henthens can give no diſtinct ac- 
chunt thereof ; we learn it from the ſacred ip. 
ture. The poſterity of Nimrod carried idolatry 
to Chaldea, Babylon, and other plates. The of. 
I ring of Cham, on worn his father pronounced | 
à curſe”, ſeem de have taken it into Egypt, and 
_- other: parts of Africa; of which Dr. Cad, 
ibis "Phenious hiſtory, finds ſome footſteps, 
from the fragment of Sanchoniathon, preſerved 
din une of which after ward. It was y 
more certain, that Abraham's progenitors, * 
rah, Nahor, and Haran, ſer ved other Gods . 
- WE. reckon this: from the birth of Abr Wit 
i be about 352 years after the flood, 2008 years 
_ from the creation df the World wo! 
Rog we enter further upon the . of ido- con 
" lay oper we explain. what we underſtand I ane 
1 49 ig Idolatry is then a/Greek word, a the 
mo 


1 of two others. The firſt e à di- 
minutive of dee, ſignifying an image.” The fecond 


© * 


1 bgnifying zoor/bip. Hence is uſhered 1 in an- s 
other ſignification of larger extent; via. the word firſ 
idol is taken for every thing men place in God's I hit 
2 alt. Pay. ue eee iy whether" it 
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0. e ken the 
himſelf free of idolatry; h 
7 ined;'or ther 


Ablinded nations perceiv. 

: glorious: 9 — governed day: 
3 __= oor ſhipped the creature more:\than- * the: Crea. 
* 2 oh 1 God: or ever." 1 Sabiiſm 
ancient, yet 1 think it hi table, 
in ſome few ages after She a the nations 
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: __—_ which obtained among g all mankind 2 
= beginning; for being canle dus af their own 
| | mheanneſs, vileneſs and+impurity;:they:could not 
conceive how: it was poſſible of them ſelves alone 
1 180 Have acceſs to the all-holy, all- glorious 2 and-ſu- 
FT Wy 2 Creator and Governor of all things. 11 
* conſidered bim as too high and too 
themſelves too low and 7 | 
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a mediator, by whoſe means only they 
make any addreis to him, and by whoſe ee 
ſion 2 04 their petitions could be acc G 
ed of. Hut no clear revelation being then made 
of the mediator; * whom God a appointed, "becauſe 
as yet he had not been manifeſted in the RN 
hey took upon them to addreſs unts' bim k 
mediators of their own- chooſinig: And their no- 
tion of the ſun, moon and ſtars bein ng, chat they 3k 
e's tabernacles, or habitations of ee Os. 
hich: animated rhei orbs, im the fame manner 
5 the ſoul animates the body of man, and Wers 
cauſes of their motions, and that theſe intelligen = | 
were of a middle fort between God and them, 
ey thought theſe the propereſt things 
Fac between God and t 


bodies; and generally lobe on to Have t 
eateſt influence on this wörld, they have mm 

choice of them in the firſt place as their G 

Mediators, Who 0 1 1 

ye is and fayours which 7 . for; a 

accordingly they directed di 

as ſuch. And here beg 

been: c in the world.” 
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Jet che Gre. 
ns at firſt a red | the * 4 Ida, And ſtars, 1 65 
even Plato owns !, that the' firſt inhabitants of 1241 
Greece did worſhip 


© a> Ihe uſe. of i images, in the 
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Of 7 the Origin: | 


"and RY * and perceiving all things: to run 
| inacontinualcourſe, they called them @uuc, Gods, 


_ from 6, to run. Though Varro, among the Ro- 


mans, and Heſiod, among the Greeks, reckon 
thirty thouſand; Deities; yet, as their o-w]n poet 


cient times. But I ſhall afterward give an account 
of the idolatry: 
Romans: Meantime, 4 hall offer a-remar] 
_— the antiquity and uſe of images.-.... 
idolatrous, worſhip 


of the Gentiles, was not by 
2 itſelf. - Laban's: Teraphim is the. fic 
image we ind any where. Euſebius proves by the 
teſtimonies of Plato, Po 
that neither the ancient Egyptians,” nor Phenici- 
_ Nays nor even the Greeks, 
for a long time. He ſays „ «The firſt — moſt 
Ancient men did not trouble pi booms ni to. build 
any temples, or make any ima ges, becauſe the art 
of painting and — even of building, 
i Was not then invented; neither was there any 
3 mention of thoſe who- — 3 called Goch 
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men the. uſe thereof. Theſe begat' ſons of vaſt 
bulk and height, whoſe names were given 880 1 
mountains on which they firſt ſeized; ſo from 
them were named mount Caſſius, Libanus, Anti- 
libanus; and Brathys.“ I need not tranſcribe the 
remainder of this obſcure narrative: Such — 
are curious, may read it in Euſebius and Dr. 
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| the firſt man Adam, to the 55 Olympiad, wich. 
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betend method of explaining the . Was 
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Was born, was: conſecrated. a God, Alſo by Dione 
he had daughters, and by - ARarte! morever two 
a Pothos-- and Eros, 1. . Cupi id and. Love. 
But Dagon, after he had found out bread-corn, 


and 135 e N a; Eeve 4 WARS Le. Ju· 
. * 

221 . 3 233 

8 OTA 1 22 


after the flood ; but tis 


8 1 e 5 Cumberland, by lang . - - 
reaſoning proves, that Cronus was Cham the-fon. . | 
of Noah“. "If it beſo, this; 1 Bragg pin” oof A 
diffic ifficult to be peremprery, 

ſince Philo Biblius, who tranſlated Sanchoniathan, | 
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were . in terms more obvious o 
them, The Titanides, Aſtarte, Rhea, Zeus, or „ 
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tongue... In the laſt place I remark in this frag- 
ment, Sanchoniathon, ays , That Taautus MI. 
cribed à divinity to the nature of the dragon an 
the ſerpents, . opinion of his Was TD 

by the Phenicians 5 Egyptians, beczuſe 10 
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Iſrael abode in Sbiuim, and the people began ie c | 
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1 8 1s uy by the r ea ge, 
mentioned in ſeveral other texts of {cripture®. To 
.come to underftand'what this God of the Moab- 
ites was, me may lay down chis Prin ciple, that 
all the deities of the Greeks and Romans came 
: = the eaſt, but under different names. Now 
is aconflant tradition among the ancient and 
* . "modern Hebrews, that this idol was an obſcene 
deity, which may 'plead excuſe for not tranflating 
ie p concerning it. This opinion of the 
: Jews may t founded upon Hoſea ix. 10. They 
den unto Baal. Peor, and eparated themſelves to Ther 
_ me ; and other texts in Numbers already 8 
ed Itis the nion of Jerom, who had it 
5 the tradition of the ancient Jews; that Beel Phe. 
gor is the Priapus of the Greeks and Romans. 
- I actes fays he, being brought” out of 
Egypt, did commit "fornication with the Midian- 
*— ites, and went to Bee-Phepor, an idol of the Mo. 
Ss  abites, which we may call Friapus. \ Denique in- 
== Ke re Beel-Phegor idolum tentigenen Pabens in 
3 Jummitate pellem, ut turpitudinem-memn- 
|. bri virilis oftenderet: And becauſe they went unto 
I Ml 8 they were allenated from God, to 
oo - own confuſion*.” The 'fame father has 
a retnarkable | paſſage « on the fame fubjeR, in his 
notes on Hoſea iv. 14. L will not puniſh your dau 50 
en 


* ters when they commit who! edom, nor your Jpoujes 
Wh 6s adultery”. . He fays, The Hebrew, 
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that we may make the ſents rr the ora plain to 4 
people of our language. Theſe are they who are 
called Galli,” not feryants to the mother of Gods, | 
but of devils, who being gelded in hofiour of AtYS, "i 
whom the whoriſh deity made an eunuch, the Ro- 
mans have made their prieſts fo. "Theſe Gali - 
were emaſculated, to reproach thoſe who took Þ 
the city of Rome. Such kind of idolatry-was i in 1 
Irael, efpecially among the women, who wor-.. i 
ſhipped Beel-Phegor, f the greatneſs of his ob- 
ſcenity, which we may call Priapus. Hence King, i 
Afa- took away the 1 fl places, and this ſort "Mos i 
prieſts, and removed mother Maschah from i 
being queen, and took away the Sodomites, or ef- } 
feminate, out of the aud, and all the idols that 
his father had made :. And -alfo he removed. | 
his mother, that ſhe might not be ien me 
ſacriices of Priapus, He cut down the grove the, © | 
had conſecrated; and broke her ahominable idol, 
and'burat it at the brook Kedron; but the high. 
places were not taken ay. We muſt Knee, 
continues he, that Kedeſhoth, whores, is the ame = 
with repo pricſts conſecrated to Priapus; and 1 in 1 0 | 
other plates, Kedeſhim fignifies't theſe emnaſculate d 7 
men: Elias faying, u $UTATRTAL zeraatgeenbue, r, = 
Their deceivers ſhall have rule over them ; in the 
Hebrew it is Kedeſhim, and we tranſlate Tt, 
Their efeminate pero Hall have rule over them.” os 
Theſe p of Jerom are very plain; and if | 
we look to che vulgar Latin, we ſhall find theſe = 
"oth 1 * * * 8 AV. 16. thus ren- "8 
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* ET Tv abominable idolatry. and filthy heathen- 
th ſuperſtition, where. theſe thin 8 Fecom: 
* mended by the very precepts of their n 
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Wins, lay uncovered befare his children, It is Well 9 
known, the Heathens beſtowed: monſtrous naked go 
Parts eng Priapus . This was to repreſent the ge- 

nerative GJS of e 1 of all ER = 
Phbeus, in a hymn made in our of Pria 3 

Tem bim TpoToyordc, . and Noah Was 1 31 4 | 
6: the, firſt, man of the ſecond. world. Priapus was | 

loaked.on. as the ſource. of fruitfulne. Women, 
to avoid being barren, ſat upon his: filth? image; A 
For which laſcivious e toward their G 
Mutinus, or Priapus, who are the fame, Lasan- 
ting B juſtly deride the Heathen. E 
2dly, Noah Was a dman, 3 gardener, and 
planter of. vineyards... .All this agrees: with, Pria- 3 
pusz.who.- is called by Tibullus, Deus Agricola, | 
3dly, Priapus was. repreſented with a. boſom full = 
of: all ſorts of fruits, and 2 . :of plenty 9 
Who. but Noah with his {kill in BART: began BN 
to.render. the earth fruitful? N 
Kemoſh the God of the Moabites, is the Lime = 
with Baal-Peor under another name, as Jerom | 
congeives*:.** In Nahe was the idol Chemoſ con- | 
ſecrated, which by another name is called Rel. 
Phegor,”*: This idol of the Moabites is frequently -l 
called; in tered e eee The Þ| 
did Salomon biald, an high-plate for Kemaſh the ahani- 
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1 E . 5 ee ha Peil bo for Chenioſh * 
F abomination:of the Moabites 2. Jeremiah, fortel. 
ling Moab's deſtruction, fays, Chemuſh ſhall go into 
_ captivity, with: her at, gon princes, and Moab 
Fall be oſha rel Ae Nebo was another 
iel of the Moabites, — 160 "Ss. authors alſo take 
to be the ſame 7 Baal Peor. Bel boweth down, 
ar foah ſhall bow! over Nele, and over 
 Mede 
= | The Ammonites were 8 15 40 Moab- 
= * both were the children of Lot, the offspring 
= of the inceſtuous copulation with his daughters. 
be children of Iſruel were polluted with their 
=. idolatry; J ſhall therefore now diſcourſe therof. 
= The worſhip. given to Molech, Moloch, or Mil. 
chom, the idol of the: Ammonites is frequently 
mentioned and condemned i in ſeripture. The law 
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e e Thow ſhalt nut let of by WH He 
= l Paſs through the: fre to Molech. Whoſoever be thi 
= v2 of the W 0 of Hfrael, ar of the Hanger that Ml ber 
= /ojourns in Iſtuel, that giveth. any of his feed: unto the 
= OMolech, ſhall: be ſurely put to death Solomon wen! Ml fel 
er A/biorath, the Goddeſs of the Zidonians, and af- Ml 26 
= ter Mileim. the - abomination. of 'the Ammonites, He hs 
Sa an  bigh-plare ir Chemoſb the ab 7 

Moab, and for Molecb rbe abomination of the chil. Ml 
dren. of Aman, : 1 Kings : Xi. . Joſiah de-. the 
= L-iled Tophet, which is in t valley of the chil- in 
cen of Hinnom, that no man might make his the 
= ſon or bis daughter to paſs through t the fire to che 
. 8 . 8 8 n. ts 3 * a Rader * in 
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Lord, I will bring evil upon this place, 140 


this kind ident % et Fou have borne the 18 | 4 


the names that belong to Cronus, or Cham, who . 


the heathen world. Upon the whole, rom all 7 
| theſe texts it appears, that the Armimanitee had = 
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ee "mw ee eee ein the high places ff 
Tophet, which is in the valley of the fon of Hik- = 
nom, to burn their ſons and their daughters in the 
fire, which I commanded*them not.——Therefare, - 
behold the days come, faith the Lord, that it ſhall + 
no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the 
ſon of Hinnom, but che valley of flaugtiter ““ 
The fame! prophet foretels in the name of the |} 


which whoſoever heareth, his cars ſhall tingle. Be- 
cauſe they Have forſaken me, and have 'eftravged i 
this place, and have burnt incenſe in it unto other - } 
Gods.—And have filled this place with the blood 
of innocents ; they have built alſo the high-places' |} 
of Baal, to burn their ſons with fire for burnt * | 
offerings 'uato Baal. Achaz burnt incenſe in 
the valley of the ſon of Hinnom, 'atid burnt bis 
children in the fire, after the abominations of the | 
Heathens v. There is another text con | 


bernacle of your Moloch and Chiun, Jour images, 
the ſtar of your God, which ye made to Wur- 
ſelves . This is eited hy Stephen at his martyr- 
dom, Where he calls it he far of: your God 3 
Phan, 1 have ſpoke of this place before *, to 
which 1 now only add, that Dr. Cumberland h | 
ceives , that Chiun and Raiphas or Remphas, are 
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burn them in his 
place for it ih a Valley near jeruſalem; called the 
Valley. of the ſong of Hinnom, or Pophet: And 

thzt the good king Joſiah deftroyed chat idol, and 
1 herd the place a+ valley of 3 for bury- 

| ing' carcaſes, which was accor 

gf the man of God, 1 Kin il ae 

A more particular deſefiption of this 

3 have from Td: 

whole Bible, entitled a Purſe: He, upon ſer. vii. 

n 4, „all the houſes of idols were in Welte eny-of 

alem; EXcepr that of Molech, Which — | 
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77 — = all the idols 82 e Fon 5 
_ worſhip- of this idol conſiſted in making 


their 


children to paſs through tie fire to ſacrifice, and 


lüted with this abomination, and had a 


to 8 8 
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bi Simeon in his comment on 


Jen | 

of the city in a ſeparate place. Then he aſks;ho 
Was this idol made? 4n/. 
head of an o and the hands ſtretched out 48 4 
—— opens bis Handl to receive ſomething 
from another. It was hollow Within and there were 
ſeven chapel 
rected! He that offered a'fowl or young 
went into the firſt chapel; if he ofſred A 
KA went into the ſecond 
third; if acal 


+ if a ram, into the 


vo offered his own on, went Wee the ſeventh 
chap 
N 
Ie * 3 gin omg | rat 
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made 


1 * 835 * 


8 


Preſence: That the Ifraclites 


It was a Ratute With: an 


Sraiſed, before Which the idol was e- 
or 


eep or © 


ante rh Furt Ka bullock into 
be fich; If- an on, into the xt; but he only 


„and Rkiſfed the idol: Molech, as tis written, 
Ain. 2. Let the men that Jarifice hiſs the Carver. 
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ee 5; J vit N n 10 5 2 e | T's 30 1 > ien 1 
prieſt took the child and put Pim into cher | by 9 
ing hands of Molech; an Arg the parents HO 
ear his eries, they beat aue 6 eh che nolſe. 
Therefore "the place was called Tophict, "from 
Thoph, Thuppim, that | Ggnifies Wm” "Tt was 
alſo called'Hinnom, Becaufe of the childrens toar-, 
ing, from tie Hebrew word Naham, to roar, or 
becauſe the prieſts'of 'Molech/faid'to the parents, 
| Jehehe lab it Will be of advantage to you." Rab. 
di Behai, on Lev. Xwiil. 21. . '*the benefit te- 
ſulting from tke facrifice,; was the preſervation of 
their ther children, and that their ownliveeſhould © 
be liappy; at leaſt the prieſts told them ſo. Sone 
conceide Hinnom, the name of the place,” is Fe. 
ed from ſome privare perſon to whom'the proud | 
formerly belonged; The reſt of Rabbi Simeon's 
commentary ie prchable, and confonant 10 texts | 
already tited;and to PAL cvi. 37. They fachthe 
VVV 
The fame idol was worſhip by che reel 
and Romans; under the name o Baturn, maby 4 
the Gayls 1 Germans under that of Teutates. 793 N 
We have convincing teſtimonies, that theſe and o- 
cher Se offered human Execs, which 1 
alittle {nf upon to illüſtrate the 2bomiirt: 
F 1 
ee ee, 
bius, Wforms' us, „hat the Pelaſgians being ſcat- 
tered from their own country, and not Enowing' 
where to go, were by the oracle ordered torepair 
to Italy, Where Way erectad a temple 10 Pluto. 
and an VO: had ae * eek NE 
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* Saturn, by human: nap. ſacrifices; becauſe of the oracle 
de which: they ruſted © Bat Hercules, tis aid, 
5 - com ng throug x Italy, ſome time _ this, with 
__—_— cattle,; perſuaded. their ſterity to ex. 
5 theſe unlucky for more 1 — Acriſices, 
8 offer to Pluto images of human . and 
gts unto Saturn, becauſe pare” ſignifies only 
a man; but alſo light.” It appears ars from Cicero, 
that the Gauls: retained this abominable cuſtom ; 
. & boy Can any. thing, fays he, de holy and — 5 
to theſe pes who whenever they apprehend 
uu anger, and think the Gods muſt be appeal- 
| _ ed, they pollute their temples and altars with ww. 
man ſacrifices ? Any religion: they have; they de- 
; ie with wickedneſs ; for who is ignorant, that 
to this very. they retain the barbarous cuſtom 
of; facrificing. men, hominum immolandorum? Lac. 
NE cantivs affures us“, That the Gauls appeaſe Heſus 
2 1 Teutates with the blood of men; and gives 
ſeveral other inſtances of ſuch barbarity practiſed 


| E by the Heathens, particularly, © That at Salamis in 


_ ,dered. bis p poſterity to do the like, which, lays he, 
EP Was lately 2 kg away by the Emperor Hadrian; 
. © that there was 4 law among the people, of Taurus 
= 4 to facrifice. thar gueſts te to Diana, which was long 
nee re: Xe . N 7 of it, for 
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